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CENSUS .OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Retail Merchandise Trade _in British Columbia, 1930 ~ 1933 


: The total retail merchandise trade in British Columbia during 1933 amount- 
ed. to $153,719,000 according to the results of the Census of Merchandising and 
Service Pe euil sahmencal 1933. This represents a decline in dollar volume of 38.2 
per cent when compared with the 1930 retail sales figure of $248,597,500. Or, rep-— 
resenting the total retail merchandise trade in 1930 by 100, indexes of the dollar 
volume of business for the following three years are 85.2 for 1951, pear CuLOletIoc, 
and 61.8 for 1933. 


The data for the basic year 1930 were secured from the results of the 
Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931. The figures for the fol- 
lowing years -have been derived from indexes of retail sales based upon reports 
secured in 1934 from all chain stores and the larger independent stores and covering 
the period from 1931 to 1933. In 1930 there were 9,501 stores operating in British 
Columbia. Since all stores were not covered in the current census, it is not 
possible to give the number of trading establishments in 1933. Further explanations 
regarding the methods used in preparing the tables presented in this bulletin will 
be found in the last section of this introduction. 


Upon comparing the business in each year with that of the year immediatelv 
preceding, it is found that the year-to-year decreases in the retail merchandise 
trade of the province were as follows: 1931, -16.8 per cent; 1932, -21.6 per cent; 
and 1933 compared with 1932 showed a decrease of 5.2 per cent. Retail merchandise 
trade in British Columbia during the period 1930 to 1933 thus showed the largest 
yearly decrease in 1932 and the smallest in 1933. When all stores are classified 
into the nine broad kind-of-business groups used in the Census of Merchandising, 
the year-to-year changes for each group are as follows: 
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It will thus be seen that for the provincé as a whole and for each of 
these broad groupings according to kinds of business, the greatest percéntage de- 
crease below the preceding year occurred in 1932 and the smallest in 1933. 


Comparison of Dollar Volume of Sales and Price Changes 


The dollar volume of sales in British Columbia for each year from 1930 
to 1933 and indexes of sales (1930 = 100) are given below: 


Index of Sales 


Year Total Sales (1930 = 100) _ 
$ 

LOBO. cesecescecscesecse £48,597 ,500 100.0 

LODL “selewetreveceseeces  cuO,our ,000 83.2 

LOSE ieee ses ties sense eves | LOcsd7 0,000 656€ 

1953 wsvevccesvvcceseeee 155,719,000 61.8 


How much of the decrease in dollar volume of sales is due to the decline 
in price levels and how much to a decrease in the quantity of goods consumed cannot 
be definitely stated due to the absence of price indexes so constructed as to be 
strictly comparable. Nevertheless, it is welk established that a considerable por- 
‘tion of the drop in dollar volume is due to price declines. While cost of living 
index numbers are not constructed in such a way as to warrant their use as a correc- 
tion for price changes in these index numbers of retail sales, they do give some 
-indication of the order of magnitude of the price trends. The Bureau's Cost of 
Living Indexes for the period under review are given below and, for comparison pur- 
poses, have been adjusted to make the 1930 figure equal 1003 


t Index Numbers of Retail Prices, Rents and Costs of Services, Canada 


(1930 = 100) 


Retail Price Index 
(Foods, fuel, 
clothing, household 


__requirements) 


100.0 
85.3 
756k 
72.8 


Clothing 
Index 


Separate price indexes are shown for food, fuel, rent and clothing. The 
sundries index indicates the price changes in a miscellaneous group of commodities, 
together with the variations, in costs of certain services, such as theatre costs, 
insurance, doctors' and dentists! fees, hospital charges and laundry. The total 
index given in the second column of the table is an average of the figures in the 
following five columns, each weighted in proportion to the consumption of the items 
involved. The last colum, "Retail Price Index", is also a weighted average but 
omits the rental figures and includes only the merchandising items in the sundries 
index.. From this column, it is seen that the retail price level for the Dominion 
as'a whole in 1933 was 72.8 per cent of that in 1930, or that there was a decrease 
during the period of 27.2 per cent. The indexes of retail sales already given show 

‘that the decrease in dollar volume of sales in British Columbia over the same period 
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was $8.2 per cent or 1l per cent greater than the Dominion drop in price levels. 


Sales by Kinds of Business 


In 1930 sales of all retail establishments classified as food stores 
amounted to $48,692,000 or 19.59 per cent of the total retail trade of the province. 
The business transacted in the same year by the general merchandise group of stores 
amounted to $45,862,100 or 18.45 per cent of the total. In 1933 these two groups 
were interchanged in the order of their sales importance. In that year the general 
merchandise group had sales of $54,010,000 or 22.12 per cent of the total retail 
trade, while the food group of stores with sales of $31,262,000 transacted 20.34 
per cent of the total business of the province. The most important classification 
in the food group is composed of stores of the grocery and combination type. 
Combination stores are defined as those selling both groceries and meats, and for 
the Census of Merchandising, 1931, separate data were published for this type of 
store. For the current census, it has been necessary to combine the figures for 
grocery and combination stores, and it is found that in 1933 the business transacted 
by these stores formed 69.5 per cent of the 19350 figure. Indexes of sales for the 
years 1931 and 193e are 86.3 and 73.3. Sales of meat markets in 1933 amounted to 
$6,185,000 or 56.7 per cent of the 1930 figure. The lower index for meat markets is 
at least partly due to the greater drop in the price levels of meat products as 
compared with grocery items. 


Country General Stores.--Country general stores in British Columbia sold 
goods in 1933 amounting in value to $11,563,000 or 65.5 per cent of the 1930 sales 
figure. Indexes of sales for the two preceding years are 84.4 for 1931 and 69.5 
for 1932. 


General Merchandise Group.—-Department stores, unchangéd in number since 
1930, declined in sales volume from $38,831,900 in 1930 to 74.1 per cent of that 
amount, or $28,756,000, in 1933. Variety stores show a sales volume of $3,025,000 
in 1933 as compared with $3,640,000 in 1930, a decline of 16.9 per cent. 


Automotive Group.--The sales volume of automobile dealer establishments 
decreased from $21,296,000 in 1930 to 48.0 per cent of that amount, or $10,226,000, 
in 1933. Indexes of retail sales for the intervening years are 70.2 in 1931 and 
44.5 in 1932. The 1933 business of filling stations is estimated at $3,908,000 or 
72.9 per cent of the dollar volume in 1930. 


Apparel Group.--For the apparel group as a whole, the indexes of retail 
sales (1930 = 100) are as follows: 1931, 83.9; 1932, 65.6; and 1935, 62.5. The 
kind-of-business classifications included in this group, together with the sales 
indexes for each of the years 1931, 1952 and 1933, are as follows: Men's and boys' 
clothing and furnishings stores, 78.1, 58.2, 54.3; Family clothing stores, 80.0, 
65.9, 65.0; Women's apparel and accessories stores, 88.8, 70.6, 67.9; and 
Shoe stores, 88.7, 70.7, 67.0. 


Building Materials Group.--Sales made by retail hardware stores in 
British Columbia during 1933 amounted to $2,899,000 or 65.5 per cent of the $4,425,- 
400 reported for 1930. Lumber and building material dealers declined in sales from 
$3,945,800 in 1930 to 40.0 per cent of that amount, or $1,579,000, in 1933. 


Furniture and Household Group.-—-Furniture stores had total sales in 1933 
amounting in value to $1,516,000 or 61.7 per cent of the $2,456,800 reported for 
1930. Sales of household appliance stores decreased from $1,942,700 in 1930 to 
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48.4 per cent of that amount, or $940,000, in 1933. Radio and music stores showed 
a somewhat greater percentage decrease, sales of $2,989,600 in 1930 declining to 
42.5 per cent of that figure, or $1,271,000, in 1933. 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and Eating Places.--Total sales of restaurants, 
cafeterias and eating places in 1930 amounted to $10,135,000. In 1933 the corres- 
ponding amount was $5,220,000 or 51.5 per cent of the 1930 figure. Indexes of 
sales for the intervening years are 78.2 in 1931 and 55.8 in 1932. 


Other Retail Stores.--The principal classifications included in this 
group, together with the sales indexes for 1931, 1932 and 1933 (1930 = 100) are as 
follows: Coal and wood yards, 85.7, 72.1, 58.2; Drug stores, 88.8, 75.6, 
67.9; Jewellery stores, 76.8, 54.6, 53.6; Tobacco stores and stands, 83.7, 72.6, 
64.7; and Government liquor stores, 84.5, 61.7 and 59.7. 


Chain Stores and Sales 


In 1930 chain store units numbering 692 had total sales of $47,875,300 
and this amount formed 19.3 per cent of the total sales of all stores in British 
Columbia during that year. In 1933 the number of chain store units had increased 
to 740 and these had sales of $32,150,000 or 20.9 per cent of the total retail bus- 
iness. Ratios of chain store sales to total sales were 19.7 per cent in 1931 and 
20.1 per cent in 1932. 


The chain figures given above include only data for groups of four or 
more stores owned or operated by one firm. Figures for voluntary chains are not 
included and department store chains have also been omitted from these computations. 


In 1930 grocery, combination store and meat market chains transacted 27.2 
per cent of the total business of all such stores. In 1933 the percentage had in- 
creased to 35.2 per cent. Ratios of chain sales to total sales in 1933 for other 
lines of business, with 1930 percentages in brackets, were as follows: Men's and 
boys! clothing and furnishings, 8.0 (8.6); Shoe stores, 31.0 (20.1); Household 
pluie stores, 83.9 (85.4); Restaurants, 13.2 (12.0); and Drug stores, 30.8 

Sleo) 


Chain Stores and Sales Classified According to Type of Chain.--Chains 


have been classified as local, provincial, sectional and national, depending upon 
the extent of territory covered by their branches. Local chains are confined to 
one town or city, while provincial chains have stores located in more than one 
locality but confined to one province. Sectional chains are defined as those hav- 
ing units in two or three provinces, while national chains have stores in four 
provinces or more. 


In Table 3 the chains in British Columbia are classified according to type, 
and a comparison is made as between 1930 and 1933. The table shows that the propor~ 
tion of chain stores and the proportion of total chain sales attributable to each 
type of chain has remained comparatively constant over the three year period. 


Description of Method Used in Computing Indexes of Retail Sales 
As already stated in this report, the sales figures given for the years 


1931 to 1933 have been derived from indexes of retail sales based upon reports re- 
ceived in 1934 from all chain stores and the larger independent stores. Figures 
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were received covering the period 1931 to 1933. The independent stores from which 
reports were secured were those with an annual turnover of #30,000 or more in 1930 
($20,000 or more in the case of food stores and country general stores) and which 
continued in business throughout the period. This means that over two-thirds of 
the retail business of the Dominion is covered in the annual census. From the re- 
ports thus received, and using the year 1930 as the base period, indexes of retail 
sales for each of the years 1931 to 1935 have been computed. These indexes have 
then been applied to the total sales of all stores in 1930 in order to arrive at 
estimates of the total annual business of all retail establishments in each of the 
following years. 


While a large portion of retail trade has been covered in the current 
-census, it is clear that the figures presented in this report for the years 1931, 
1932 and 1933 are estimates based on indexes computed from the returns of the es-— 
tablishments reporting. The chief factor which may not be reflected in the sales 
indexes is a decline in the number of stores in certain kinds of business. No 
information is available to show the extent to which firms going out of business 
have not been replaced by new stores of a similar character. The possibility, 
therefore, of the sales of the surviving stores covered by this census not reflect- 
ing completely the trend in retail trade during the period from 1930 to 1933 must 
be noted. However, it is believed that for the provincial retail trade as a whole 
the figures may be taken as approximately correct and for certain kind-of-business 
groups as being more accurate than for others. Among the kind-of-business classi- 
fications which are believed to be most accurate are included: Grocery and combina-— 
tion stores, meat markets, department stores, variety stores, automobile dealers, 
coal and wood yards, drug stores, and restaurants and other eating places. 


0°29] 2°02] 2°88 |0°00T| 000%290°8 |ooo%9zT*e |jooofoes*e | 002‘ 820° SEES PRES Sop te a cnet e oe O re oe 
6°2919°0z| 8°88 |0°00T | o00S29TS% |ooo%ses‘*r |o000‘%0S7‘S 000£ 2gT*9 eee SaIojs seTIossso08 pue Teredcde s,usu0y 
0°a916°S9l0°08 |o°00T| coo*estSt |ooo0ssoesSt |o00%Z9r*T 000£ 828 *T ee 0 ees +e sce toe ae OL0te Ouray OTo skapene 
$°pSlz°es|T°sz |o°00T| 000% zS7°¢ |oo0%soz.s |o00'226°F 0026 99¢ £9 ceresees (SJOTTBY WoYsNd SepnToOUT) seit04qs 
SSUTYUSTUIny pue SuTyZoTO ,SAoq pue s,uUeH 


° 


0°00T | O00 PZ8°OL 
O°OOT | 000° TOF 


O00*6 TP * TT 
000 * Sor 


000*ST9* FT 
000 #98¢ 


OOP 607 ZT 
000‘ 2rZ 


@eoo0e e728 0HOCHO9FGH OG eCFSF2O0A00 dno) Tereddy 


eeeee (soattddns pue setofoTtq *seTo Ao10z0M 

SUTPNTOUT) SjuSUYystTTqeyse sATJowoyne T9ey}O 
©CCLCHGLHLTHHHOGLFFOOOHOHEOCCHHOHOFCHSEHHOHSEOSHLE seserery 
cece eccceccceceseeecoessos GUOTIEIS SUTTITd 
esovoseooe SoTIeIVeq pue soit, *‘SeTosseo0y 
bo eeeercecccesceceees GIQTBAP BTOTY@A IOLOP 


002 4096S 
oot fogs *¢ 
ooss9TTST 
000* 962 * TZ 
COOL 2aL 7o 


000f 079 *¢ 
009 SSPe‘Tt 


000‘ 987‘ F 
000'E21°S 
00026 

000° 276 SFT 


000° 880°92 
000f T49*¢ 
000‘ 096 


|000‘S97L°S 
000‘ 907% 
000‘ F8L 

000'997°6 


000* 208° 8T 


000° PL1°S 
000 4&8 


O°00T | 000SSze*s 
0°00T | 0006806 *¢ 
0°00T | 000S 422 

O°00T | 0005982‘ 0T 


0°O00T | 000° 28S" 8T 


O°00T | 0006Sz0*¢ 
0°O0T | 000‘ 298 

O°00T | ooo z98°T ooo. ZrPST |000°S6L‘T 009 £91 *z 
O°00T | o00f9S2°8e jooo*sos‘6e joo0%s6er*se | 006‘ Tee*ss 


© 2° Pd, ers) y te | O°OOT | OOOOLO PE l|000°ES9L° FS [CO0*668* Try | COT’ 2O8SY | c°°ecc csc tc* Gnory astTpueyoreW [Ter98uep 


“@°49)16°691p Pe |0°O0L |-000°S9S TL [0006922 [O00*O06*vT [oOS*eso°ZT | “"°°****s****** Seaogg Tetousp A£IYUNO) 


O°OOT | O0OSSZ0fT joooS7SoSTt jo00srTeS’T 000'Ss¢‘T 
o°00T | o00*S8T*9 |o00%s79*9 000S9Z7‘8 002 £806 OT 
O°00T | 000S0z2°8T jooo*692*6T ooo‘ ze9*ee | 006‘ 28292 
o°00T | C00‘SZ0ST jooo*%TtT2*‘tT joo0%e9r‘T 000‘ 879 *T 
O°O0T | 000 866 000‘ 066 000° OTS "4 00061162 


©e7ees80oKHo00ecgueeGoe 000086 dnozy SATLOWUOINY 


@e2eeS2SKH00e2C 272 FC SHO TGFO0B08 $9I04s AVOTIBA 
ere 8 2 eee * 2s ee SLOTS: Sot pub yO Lous mesic os) 
SeL2e TF HHHOEBEOGOCLOHBEBHAHOE g9104S8 spoog SI 
@e7eee2C07FL FTF LCE HLESELFZOLOBOe 391048 queu,redag 


cece seeececccerecsssesoes Saroqs pooy Iay10 
sseeeess (Spoogy Bes SUTPNTOUT) SPeyreU JeOR 
eseesescoose Sorojs uoTYeUTquOD pue ATED0L 
ceoecesecceseres Gozois eTqeyadoA pue 4Indg 
o's oeisic wie Ve een es +s es oh (eo nem Sutin, 
—oejnueu uey} Jeyj{o) sueTeep yonpoad Arteg 
eeeeceseoses garoqgs AToUOTTIeZUOO pues ApUeD 
eeeoneve7eeo0eeeee250e 0 (pepn[our ,0uU SoTIleyeq 
sutainjoejnuem) seroys jonpoid ALeYe g 


3°09 28 Ea ees ee 000292. IS. |OaG cis 69 1000 Gee" or [000269 er | ** =" eter tt cee ss ete e en ednory Pood 


Bee fO"OOT | OOO ETL SST [O00 GLI e9T [000 208°902 | COS* LES" re | “* "TTT TTT TTT Tees SeTORS TTY “TeIOL 
a! ? $ 3 $ 


00g ‘669° F 
0096 7Lr*T 


000‘S16°¢ 
0006 222‘ T 


ooo f PEt*s 
000 OTOS T 


0°o00T | 000‘ T6252 
0°O0T | 000‘6T6 


SEGL|eeer|Tsel | OS6L Sool eae TS6l OS6T 
OOT = O86 poyeutysq sseuTsng jo puty 
seTeg [TeyeYy jo xepuy SoTeg FON TeVOL 


Sseutsng jo Ssputy Aq “Sexepuy SeTeg pue seTes JeN TeqdOL-—-°T eTdeL 


eS6L — OS6T “HCVHL SSICNVHOUHN ‘ITVLad — VIGNNIOO HSILTas 


0°00T | 000’ Te0‘F 
O°00T | 000'962‘8 
0°00T | 0006 248°T 
0°00T | 000‘ 06% 


0°O00T | 000‘ 08h ‘ST 
0°O0T | 0006 8e7 

0°00T | 000‘ re7*F 
O°00T| 0007S 
0°00T | 000‘ 2T2*¢ 
O°O0T | 000‘ 88r 

O°00T | 000‘ 0TOS Z 


eoeceeveee 


002 £962 °2 
oor £Se2°FT 
008006 £2 
009 foT2*T 


000 0TS*S 
0006927‘ ZT 
000' g2r*2 
000' 208 


000‘ 868‘¢ 
000‘ 7606 
000‘ 90TS2 
000‘ 67S 


e@eoeneoce 


e@eeeoeacese 


e@eeeeeoe0 


002* 899*2 
009‘ T9Z 
oor foes‘9 
006‘ 62T 
002 *669‘¢ 
006 ‘S64 
COeL lia 


000£ 6P0S3 
000 $8¢ 
000*662°S 
000 OTT 
000‘78e8°7 
000‘ FTL 
000‘ PEr’s 


000‘ ZS‘ T 
0006 787 
000‘ 4965 % 
000‘ 68 
000‘ 60TSF 
000 £ S67 
000 S09‘ 4 


eeoeeoeeo 


eeeeo00880 


eeoeeoeevoe 


8° 65) 8°99 | Zee |0" OOT | 000°99E*22/ 000° VS8°7S [000"06L* 7% | OOP" LOT 7S | **""*"*" 


OOT = 0&6 
seTeg [Te}ey Fo eal 


0°00T | 0005022°S |O000'SS9°S 
O°O0T | O00 TL2°T | C00STL7‘T 
0°O0T | 000‘ 007 


0°00T | 000‘ 06 
0°O0T | O0OS9TSST 
C001 1-000 22tF 


0°00T | 000‘9¢9 


O0°O0T | 000'94S 


0°O0T | 000'62S‘T 
0°O0T | 000‘ 668°2 


0°OOT | 000 a S000, cSS°9 


261 eae ee Eieee TS 


000°926*2 
000*s62*2 
000 8¢¢ 


COCO +SeT OL 


009 £686 *2 
000‘ 8T8 


eee e066 e 


000‘ S8¢ 


e@eee00860 


004° 26ST 
008 ‘9SPr‘2 


OOT 206° 8 


o00*Ss70ft joooFT2Z‘T 
00069249 T 


000° 649° 7% 


eeeeeese 


000 £668 009 fost se 


eeeaeeon 


at a ay 
@ 
e 
@ 
e 
Cc) 
® 
® 


000 £626 000£229*T | ooT*SzrEe*T see 


008° S¥6"¢ 
oor *S27‘r 


006° ye °2T 
3 


000 S00‘¢ 
0006228°¢ 


000° VVO OT 


3 3 
SS61 TS6T 


peyeutys” 


000£942‘T 
000' 476 °2 


Sates ON TeIOL 


° 


° 


° 


« 


© 


°Sezi0US puBYypUCdeS SepnToUy (T) 
(T)sseutsnq Jo sputTy peTstTssepoun 
ea00ec0v000008e $9.1078 itonbtt VUSUUISAOS) 
cseeeeoee Spueis pus Sez07s ODOBRGO], 
©eeoeocvcetsocdcoeogo0ceeseeeoaoaees 8 SIeITeCep 


quoudtnbe pue settddns e104s pue Tooyos ‘aoTIJO 


eeeeoeo0070G02 8092008200800 80 $9.1078S ALOT TOMI L 


° 


© 0 0 9 Gahe. ai sat O00. 9 FH 9 6 es sles Ge or g 
coe sccecesosesvcccseoe" SOIOIS ani 
eoeeoscccescocoecessse® STETBOP BOT 
ecescroeeoe eooes spaet poom pue Te09 
e@e0e2090000800009000000800 S91078 yoo, 
seoeseocoovs gQzoqs Atdduns ; STOWLe 


eielel sl eretegoreiee OO 7 ee Vote GO) 


* go0eTd SUT}eET pue seTJayeseg ‘squeineysoy 


eeeeere000080080 S$9.107s otsnu pue OTpReYy 
©0782 e58000 8530800 (°978 ‘sureqano *sSut 


-ZeAOD JOOTF SUTPNTOUT) SssuTysTuIny suloy 19Y}0 


eeeeooe200000 $9.104S souet{dde prloyesnoy 


° 


Cc} 


C) 


e 


ir as Ve a tg rey Saf01SsS 31N4 TWIN 
dnoiy pTousesnoy pue ain} Tung 


eceoneevnve0aea $9.1047S sseTa pue qUTedg 
eoseoees sdoys Sutquntd pue Sut eeyq 
(OTpeI ynoy}Tm) sdoys TeotzpoeTY 


eee e8CeRGeGaoe000R20H BHOB828A2808 8G @ (sTetze7z eu 


SuTjOoOL SuUTpNToOuT) sTetseyeu SuUTpTiIng 139430 
coeeseeooss SrTaTeap [TeTsejyew SUTpPTIng pue JequnqT 
eeoeoenvneeveoeee6GEEooeeeeovnoovne Geen 6 @ $9107S atTeMpteR 


@eceeeweeev ese e7GH0e2 6000 cnoiy STVTss ep SUTpTiIng 


ssoutsng jo puty 


(°Ps4U0D) T PTARL 


eCreeTrT — neer FanwutT TOTCINVUOUSIWNW THVYTDY — WraNntIn) YualrlmMa 


Bae es 


BRITISH COLUMBIA -— RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1930 - 1933 


Table &.—-Comparison of Chain Sales and Total Sales, All Stores 
and Selected Kinds of Business 


1930 ; 1931 1982 
& 


$ % 3 


total Sales, All Stores Asics teciolelans e's lle o's as 
Chain sales oneoo0o0e78s 820280986000 
Percentage, chains to total 


47 ,875,300| 40,675,700] 32,660,400 


Grocery and Combination Stores and Meat 
Markets, Total. s:scc.cdiswisieaveesscle ies esioees 
Chadn: Sale Sr pares ste at ol sie ole 
Percentage, chains to total 


37,196,100 
10,117,100 
27.2 


31,163,000 
8,989,900 
28.8 


25,912,000 
8,294,100 
See) 


Men's and Boys' Clothing and Furnishings 
Stores (includes custom tailors), Total. 
Chain Sales cocecesercscnve 
Percentage, chains to total 


6,366,200 
548 ,100 
8.6 


3,705,000 
238,800 
6.4 


Shoe Stores, Total PEs Eee hy IRS 8 
Chain SaleS seosseccsscoece 
Percentage, chains to total 


3,078,200 
619,400 
20.1 


524,200 
eel. 


Household Appliance Stores, Total ..cceoes 
Chain Sales cevccscccecccce 
Percentage, chains to total 


1,942,700 
1,658,700 
85.4 


1,045,000 
903,000 
86.4 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and Eating Places, 
FEODeLL Weiine a sis ss. eiein's thee Gis 6, 6) ore alateeetae erate 
Chain saleS occoccseceecces 

Percentage, chains to total 


10,135,000 
1,213,000 
12.0 


5,655,000 
629, 300 
1Pcd 


Drug: Storedy Total ' ~ sis « tisitie's « aateters sietmaime 
Chain SaleS secocecsccccece 
Percentage, chains to total 


6,530,400 
2,042,500 
31.3 


4,937,000 
1,602,000 
32.4 


2,176,000 |. 


1933 
$ 


248 ,597 ,500| 206,807 , 000] 162,179,000]153,719,000 


32,150,000 
20.9 


24,455,000 
8,606,800 
35.2 


3,457,000 
277 ,100 
8.0 


2,062,000 
640 ,000 
31.0 


940,000 
788,700 
83.9 


5,220,000 
691,500 
13.2 


4,434,000 
1,367 ,500 
30.8 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Pl 
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Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1934 
= aT Ge ae A mec 


Retail trade in British columbia for the year 1934 amounted to 
171,652,000, according to calculations made by the Bureau of Statistics 
and based upon reports received for the annual Census of Merchandising 
and Service Establishments. This figure represents an increase of 10.9 
mer cent in value of sales ‘over 1955 and it is also 5.4 per cent, higher 
than the amount recorded for 1932. Representing the value of retail trade 
for 1930 by 100, sales for the following years may be represented by 83.5 
Moro leot woo.o Lor, 1962, 62.2 for’ 1955, and 69.0 for 1954. 


With the exception of coal and wood yards, increases in trade 


were recorded for all lines of business, the greatest gain over 1933 being 


experienced by motor vehicle dealers. The total business of motor vehicle 
dealers for 1934, including the sale of both new and used vehicles, 


amounted to $14,927,000, an increase of 46.0 per cent over the figure re- 


ported for 1933 and approximately equal to the value of sales for 1931. 
Large increases in 1934 over 1953 were recorded for most of the kind-of- 
business classifications in the furniture and household group of stores. 
For furniture stores the increase in 1964 over 1933 was 20.8 per cent; 
for household appliance stores the increase was 9.7 per cent; and for 
radio and music stores the increase was 19.7 per cent. 


Sales of grocery stores (including grocery stores with meat de- 
partments) were $19,130,000 for 1934, an increase of 4.7 per cent over 
the amount recorded for 1933 and only slightly less than the value of 
sales in 1932. Sales of meat markets for 1934 were $6,607,000 or 6.8 per 
cent higher than in 1933. Value of sales for country general stores in- 
creased by 11.4 per cent over the figure recorded for 1933. For depart- 
ment stores the increase was 4.3 per cent; for men's clothing and fur- 
nishings stores, 13.3 per cent; for women's clothing stores, 5.8 per 
Bent, tor hardware stores, 10.6 per: cent; and for drug stores, 6.6 per 
cent. 


Value of sales for coal and wood yards for 1934 were $2,713,000 
or 18.2 per cent below the amount recorded for 1933. Value of sales for 
florists was slightly below the 1933 figure. 


Chain Store Sales.--In 1934 chain stores transacted business to 
the value of $65,896,600 or 19.7 per cent of the total sales for all re- 
£011 stores in the province. [In 1934 the ratio of chain store sales to 
total sales was 20.9 per cent and in 192 it was 20.2 per cent. [Included 
in the chain store figures are the British Columbia sales of all retail 
organizations operating four or more units, exclusive only of department 
stores. For the Census of Merchandising, all department stores have been 
treated as independent establishments so that data for ownership groups 
of department stores are not included in the chain store figures mentioned 
above. 


Of the total sales of all grocery stores, combination stores and 
meat markets in British Columbia in 1954, amounting to $25,737,000, chain 
store sales were $9,165,300 or 35.7 per cent. In 1933 the corresponding 
Patio was 36.2 per cent and in 1932 it was 32.7 per cent. The ratios of 
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chain store sales to total sales for 1934 for certain other kinds of bus- 
iness, together with the corresponding ratios for 1933 in brackets, are 

as follows: Variety, S-and-10, and to-a-dollar stores, 74.2 (76.1); shoe 
stores, 27.5 (31.0); and drug stores, 30.4 (30.8). 


Scope of Census.--This report is based upon returns received 
from all chain store companies and from a representative number of inde- 
pendent stores operating in the various lines of business for which data 
are shown in the attached tables. In all, including both chain and inde- 
pendent stores, returns were received covering approximately 2,200 estab- 
lishments in British Columbia, and it is estimated that these transacted 
VO per eent of the total retail trade of the provinces. The reports which 
have been secured have been used to determine the most probable value of 
sales for those units which do not report to the annual census, so that 
the figures given in this report relate to all retail trade and not only 
to the business transacted by the reporting firms. Since reports are not 
received from all stores for this annual census, it is not possible to 
state the total number of trading establishments operating during the year. 
Table 1 shows the value of sales for each year from 1930 to 1934 for all 
retail trade in the province as a whole and also for the various kind-of- 
business classifications used in this Census. [Indexes of sales (1930 = 
100) are also shown together with the percentage change in sales between 
1933 and 1934. In Table 2 a comparison is made as between chain store 
sales and total sales. Table 3 presents a comparison for 1933 and 1934 
of sales by commodity groups of department stores. Supplementary tables 
are in course of preparation showing employment and wage figures, gross 
margin percentages, and value of inventory on hand at the close of the 
year. <A detailed analysis classifying employees engaged in retail trade 
on the basis of weekly wage payments is also being prepared. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA, RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1934 
Table 2.--Comparison of Chain Store Sales and Total Sales - All Stores 


and Selected Kinds of Business 


gt] 932 1934 


ALL STORES, Total Sales ... |$248,597,5001207,552, 000/162, 951,000{154,751,000}171, 652,000 
Chain store sales .|$ 47,875,300} 40,860,200] 32,863,500] 32,405,600] 33,896,600 
%, chains to total. 19.3 19. 20.2 20, 19. 


Grocery, Combination Store 
and Meat Markets, Total 
37,196,100] 31,163,000} 25,912,000} 24,455,000} 25,737,000 


Se ee fae 6 
Chain store sales ./$ 10,117,100} 9,174,400! 8,470,200] 8,862,400} 9,165,300 
%, chains to total. 27.2 29.4 8007 36.2 3567 
Variety, 5-and-10, and to- 
a-dollar Stores, Total 
BELGE d Gx Welds oid twvies €444910 + 195 640,000 3,243,000 
Chain store sales ./$ 2,769,700 2,406,600 
4%, chains to total. 76.1 74.2 
Shoe Stores, Total Sales ../$ 3,078,200 2,209,000 
Chain store sales .|/$ 619, 400 606,900 
%, chains to total. 2052 27.5 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
Eating Places, Total 


eee PoP Preece cree eest se 10523550001 75926, 000! 5,655,000)... 5,220,000) 5,868,000 
Chain store sales .|$ 1,213,000 897,900 629, 300 610, 500 

%, chains to total. 12.0 a8 clea 1074 
Drug Stores, Total Sales ../$ 6,530,400) 5,799,000} 4,937,000 4,728,000 
Chain store sales .|$ 2,042,500} 1,871,600] 1,602,000 1,438,100 


%, chains to total. oat EvON 32.5 8 30.4 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA, RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1934 
Table 3.--Sales by Commodity Groups for Department Stores, 1933 and 1934 


SaaS aacaSaoaaeaamaay eases ema aasen renames areemariaren eases orenraere aermoeeaeeeeraeen 
Department 
Total Sales, All Departments ......; sie setae oleenh 20 6,000 | 30,000,000 + 4,; 


Apparel and accessories, women's, misses' and child- 
ren's (including furs, fur goods, infants’ wear, 
Bereeryemeloves, Lingerie, St.) Sisuss-cevcecdoesecs | 4,321,200). 4,440;3001' + 3.0 


Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, auto- 
motive parts) eerovceor 07 @ov,C60* HF FF FH FABATHF oF HOH HOKE MCE OOD 105,200 122,400 +16.3 


Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and 
lunch rooms) oevesoscge0e fn @eeo0oncoaoenenewsdseoetecordnavuoaeaeseeséO2HO8eO @ 505,000 517,400 + 2.5 


Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys' (including 
ES) es YPN SCY) EM oe? aS = AGA Bs 13 A a 2,897,700} 3,105,300 + 7.2 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including ; 
cameras and photographic supplies) .....«s. Woh ahora 150,500 779,800} + 3.9 


Dry goods and notions (including piece goods - silks, 
woollens, cottons, linens - ribbons, laces, embroid- 
eries, buttons, thread, patterns, yarns) -.csq-eeeeee | 25438,500) 2,580,100} + 5.8 


Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm 
Geedanory, DATnNess, Geods, CbCe) crsdacccovsorsvces es 128,600 130,900} +1.8 


Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provis- 
tomeweandies, fruit and vegetables) .\ daltiie des owesee |. 9yO935900)\ 9,067, 3001) = 0.3 


Purniture (including mattresses, springs) s..cesscecces 834,400 993,800] +19.1 


Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wall- 
paper) @eeoceeeece#oeor cvoewrrFoHR GC Pacoerceaedecve 9709899076780 800808 944, 800 1,054,600 +11.6 


Home furnishings (draperies, curtains, bedding, table 
linen, china, glassware, pictures, window shades, 
ee OO k salen als-y vias sin vice ene s Gee ee aria sewed: LET assOOU TL s908 Z00t 4 tO re 


Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing 
machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum 
cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, 


ee he ree ea al Tay eee etme ely ove waieaic g Sietew ees 242,300 260,800] + 7.6 
Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, 

Slee tumrS. plated Ware) |< s\<)en els veld oes wie Wiss vid cielos ods 224, 800 263,500| +17.2 
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses 

and hand-bags) ©CoHO F709 FC FCHOTSCFCCOSFLYFSE59HFFR9 SCH HPCHETF9SP CES 178,500 200,700 412.4 
i Gicte wre dace vs uate thee aks PB Nue shee seasa de a table 307,100} 343,900} +12.0 
Radios, musical instruments, and supplies ....eesserees 161, 300 153,700} - 4.7 


Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and children's)! 1,636,600 |1,717,600} + 4.9 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, games) .c.eco 244,700 267,300 + Gre 
SumGTOnery, HOOKS Sid MAGAZINES ssrcercosaccrecewnoeess 479,800 525,400} + 9.5 


Receipts from repair or service departments, not in- 
cluded elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical 
contracting, fur storage, interior decorating) seseec 240,300 230,700 - 4,0 


Miscellaneous merchandise (Specify principal depart- 
ments included here, giving figures for each one 
whose sales amount to more than 5 per cent of total 
en REN ais), 5 tic a Ad baie ORS wees RED MOAR AW Oe 8s 497,000! 536,300} + 7.9 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS . 


Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1935 


Reflecting the general improvement in economic conditions in this province, the 
value of the total retail trade of British Columbia was 9 per cent greater in 1935 than 
in the preceding year and 21 per cent greater than in 1933. Sales in 1935 were $187 ,257,- 
060 compared with $171,609,000 in 1934 and $154,751,000 in 1933. The index of sales for 
British Columbia for 1935 on the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 75.3. 


Percentage increases in 1935 over 1934 varied widely for different kinds of 
business, but a comparison of the provincial ratios with the Dominion averages shows that 
improvement in British Columbia was greater than that for the Dominion as a whole for 34 
of the 40 kind-of-business classifications used in this Census. In particular, grocery 
and combination stores, country general stores and the restaurant group, while reporting 
but slight increases in other provinces, recorded substantial gains here. 


Conforming with the results for other provinces, the greatest percentage in- 
crease in trade in British Columbia was recorded by the automotive group. Aggregate 
sales of motor vehicle dealers in British Columbia amounted to $19,136,000 in 1935, an 
increase of 28.2 per cent over the 1934 figure and only 10 per cent lower than that re- 
corded for the base year 1930. The sales figure for motor vehicle dealers covers total 
receipts from all sources, including the sale of new and used vehicles, tires and acces- 
sories, gas and oil, and receipts from repair and service operations conducted by these 
establishments. New motor vehicle sales alone showed @ much greater increase than that 
recorded for the trade as @ whole. Another series of reports shows that 7,225 new motor 
vehicles (including both passenger and commercial models) sold for $7,323,307 in 1935, 
increases of 47 per cent in number and 44 per cent in value over the 4,910 units which 
sold for $5,088,429 in 1934. 


The furniture and household group and the building materials group were about 
equal in point of view of increased business over 1934, Furniture store sales of $2,029,- 
000 were 11 per cent higher than in the preceding year. Household appliance store sales 
were up by 19 per cent, while radio and music store sales increased by 15 per cent. 

Sales for the group as a whole increased by 13 per cent. Total sales of retail hardware 
stores amounted to $3,639,000, an increase of 14 per cent over 1934, while lumber and 
building materials dealers, with total sales of $1,942,000, were up by 11 per cent. 


Grocery and combination stores, with total sales of $20,704,000, registered an 
increase of 8 per cent over the preceding year. This is in contrast with the unchanged 
conditions or minor increases recorded for this classification in other provinces. Fruit 
and vegetable store sales were up by 9 per cent and meat market sales advanced 7 per 
cent. 


Country general store sales of $14,118,000 registered an increase of almost 10 
per cent, this increase being more than twice that recorded for this classification in 
any other province, Department stores, with $31,005,000 sales, were up by 3 per cent 
‘while variety stores increased the value of their business by 7 per cent. Increases for 
other important classifications were 14 per cent for jewellery stores, 10 per cent for 
Government liquor stores, 10 per cent for coal and wood yards, and 4 per cent for drug 
stores, 


Chain Stores,--The proportion of the total retail trade of British Columbia 
transacted by chains remains relatively constant. In 1935 there were 76 chain companies 
which operated 704 unit stores with $37,218,800 sales, this amount forming 19.9 per cent 
of the total business of all retail stores. In the preceding year, there were 79 chains 
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with 725 stores and these had sales of $33,797,700 or 19.7 per cent of the provincial 
total. In 1930, there were 95 chains, 692 unit steres with $47,875,300 sales, and the 
chain store ratio was 19.3 per cent, Thus it is seen that, while the number of chain 
firms has declined (due to the closing out of one or two branches of the smaller chains 
and the consequent removal of such firms {rem the chain stere category), the total num- 
ber of unit stores and the ratio of chain stere business to the total retail trade have 
shown little change. 


The chain store sales given here include the British Columbia sales of all 
retail organizations operating four or more units, exclusive only of department stores. 
For the Census of Merchandising, all department stores have been treated as independent 
establishments so that data for ownership groups of department stores are not included 
in the chain store figures given here. 


Although the ratio of chain store business to the total has varied but little 
for the retail trade of the province as a whole, considerable changes have taken place 
for certain kinds of business. A summary of the operations of chain stores is presented 
in Table 2, comparative figures being shown for 1930 and 1932 to 1935, first for the 
total retail trade and then for some of the kind-of-business classifications in which 
chains are of most importance. 


Scope of Census.--This report is based upon returns received from all chain 
store companies and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the 
various lines of business for which data are shown in the attached tables. In all, in- 
cluding both chain and independent stores, returns were received covering approximately 
2,200 establishments in British Columbia, and it is estimated that these transacted 
about 70 per cent of the total business of all retail stores in the province, The re- 
ports which have been secured have been used te determine the most probable value of 
sales for those units which do not report to the annual census, so that the figures 
given in this report relate to all retail trade apd not only to the business transacted 
by the reporting firms. Since reports are not received from all stores for this annual 
census, it is not possible to state the tetal number of trading establishments operating 
during years subsequent to 1930. Table 1 shows the number of stores and value of sales 
for 1930 together with the estimated value of retail trade for each of the years 1933 to 
1935. Figures are given for all retail trade as a whole and also for the various kind- 
of-business classifications used in the Census, Indexes of sales (1930 = 100) are also 
shown together with the percentage change in sales between 1934 and 1935. In Table 2 a 
somparison is made as between chain store sales and total sales. Table 3 presents a 
Comparison for 1934 and 1935 of sales by departments of department stores. Supplementary 
tables are in course of preparation showing employment and wage figures, gross margin 
percentages, and value of inventory on hand at the close of the year. A detailed analy- 
Sis classifying employees engaged in retail trade on the basis of weekly wage payments 
is also being prepared. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in this re- 
port relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity sales. 
Grocery stores sell a number of lines of geods in addition to strictly grocery items. 
Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other hand, 
groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified as gro- 
sry stores. Gountry general stores and department stores are especially active in some 
districts in the sale of these commodities, 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1935 


Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales and Percentage 
of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 


— 


stall 1933 


1935 


ALL STORES, TOTAL - 


95 | 


CPeehS 4. os sa _ ms 83 81 19 76 
Stores (maximum) .. 692 699 740 725 104 
Chain sales .oeceool$ 47,875,300! 32,863,500] 32,405,600! 33,797,700] 37,218,800 
Total sales .......1$248,597,500 {162,951,000 1154 ,751,000}171, 609,000} 187,257,000 
%, chains to total. 19.3 LOE 20.9 19.7 19.9 
Grocery and Combination 
Stores and Meat Markets - 
RAGS <5. ca sce ee aso are 19 18 Le 18 17 
Stores (maximum) .. 244 268 282 305 295 
Chain sales ......+.$ 10,117,100] 8,470,200] 8,862,400] 9,165,300] 10,069,200 
Total sales ..e.eecf% 37,196,100} 25,912,000] 24,455,000] 25,737,000} 27,788,000 
%, chains to total. cia a7 36.2 35.7 36.2 
Variety, 5-and-10, and to- 
a-dollar Stores - - i 
COUSINS, x. w sisi ane 5 3 3 3 5 
Stores (maximum) .. 2AY 21 21 21 22 
Chain ‘sales’... c1 2,709,700) 2,474. 3001” 2,301,300]. 2,406,600} 2,583,800 
Total sales ......-4$ 3,640,000] 3,174,000] 3,025,000] 3,243,000] 3,472,000 
%, chains to total. 76.1 Roa 1632 Tae 74.4 
Shoe Stores - 
GNA Deh esau nu eine 3 4 5 5 4 
Stores (maximum) 19 22 27 29 24 
Chain sales ,......19$ 619 , 400 524,200 640 ,000 606,900 458 ,600 
Total sales .......1$ 3,078,200] 2,176,000] 2,062,000} 2,209,000} 2,300,000 
%, chains to total. 20.1 24.1 31.0 vy 19.9 
Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
Eating Places - 
CORT h Sah wict eat on< 7 5 6 5 4 
Stores (maximum) .. 34 25 25 a) 19 
Chain sales ..e.s0ef$ 1,213,000 629 ,300 691,500 610 , 500 648 , 400 
by Total sales .......1$ 10,135,000! 5,655,000! 5,220,000} 5,868,000} 6,472,000 
4 %, chains to total. 1220 tiv 13.3 10.4 10.0 
Drug Stores - 
CHAINS (456s keene aie 4 4 A 3 2 
Stores (maximum) .. 41 43 39 4] 41 
Chaim sales ....-..9 2,042;500} 1,602,000! 1,367,500). 1,433,100). 1,522,600 
Total sales ..ee0-0f% 6,530,400} 4,937,000] 4,434,000} 4,728,000] 4,894,000 
7, chains to. total. R13 32.5 30.4 30.9 


30.8 


aaa 


BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1935 


Table 3.--Sales by Commodity Groups for Department Stores, 1934 and 1935 
| Sales Sales 
Department in in 
| 1934 1935 
9 © 
Total Sales, All Departments Rh 0,000,000 1,005 000 
Apparel and accessories, women's, misses' and children's 

(including furs, fur goods, infants’ wear, hosiery, 

Pieyos Wiengeria, OC)... cece cesses ete eeeeeeerececee f 4,401,000 4,521,000 
Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, | 

automotive parts) Sea fone "| 126,000 123,000 
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and lunch | 

rooms) @eeerwseeoevoeeeeoevee ee eevee ee Pewee eee e CRE Nit Riht Saco i 520,000 527,000 
Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys' (including hats 

and caps) oper eeeeoeoeveeseevresvseeveseeoeeeeeeeeeee eee e eee een eerse & 3,085 ,000 3,402 ,000 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including 

Pameras and photographic supplies) seciecvccsscevsssescs 820 ,000 844,000 
Dry goods and notions, including piece goods - silks, wol- 

lens, cottons, linens (other than bed or table linens) - 

ribbons, laces, embroideries, buttons, thread, patterns, 

yarns G2 1. 6 O'6) @ 6 68) 8° 9 2 Bo O'S" O88 eeesveeveeesee eee speveeeeeeweeeseeeeeeese & 2,547,000 2,692 ,000 
Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm 

mee nivcny. | harnoss, 66608, OGG.) ..csscesec eu chiesew ewes 134,000 136,000 
Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, 

Genesee, fruit and vegetablos) ......s,0ecesscecansees | 9,991,000) 9,875,000 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ....ccececcsseoos 970,000 1,053,000 
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wallpaper) 1,040 ,000 LO Tt 2006 
Home furnishings - draperies, curtains, bedding (including 

bed linen, blankets), table linen, china, glassware, 

pictures, window shades, floor Coverings ....csccccocrece 1,885,000} 2,107,000 
Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing 

machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum clean- 

ers, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, lamps). 336,000 365 ,000]7 
Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, 

silverware, plated BOLE Pen Grin Cie Lh as gw in he ae 284 ,000 298 ,000 
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses and 

hand-bags ) eo*esceeenr eerereerevreose eevee eeeeFeeeeeeee eee eree eee 184,000 194,000] 5.4 
Millinery SO OOS MOR CRO SC -OBGHC) ONC OI I  PICORO RORY ACHOSCHR RW ACC COS! SC CD91 8 | 358 ,000 371,000 * F265 
Radios, musical instruments, and supplies vet teeeeeeeeeeee| 154,000 158,000}* 2.6 
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and children's) 7 1,693,000} 1,713,000}+ 1.2 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, games) .es.seeee 259 ,000 282 ,000|* 8.9 
Seeurenory HOOK Gnd MASAZLNOR . sisi ev cess ce cevesasdiens 557,000 597,000|* 7.2 
Receipts from repair or service departments, not included 

elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical contracting, 

fur storage, interior decorating, lending Ra PPAYY ides ¢ 232,000 258 ,000/#11.2 


Miscellaneous merchandise ..cccweoece 
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424,000 


412 ,000}- 2.8 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND Sf#2VEICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 2936 
Retail sales in British Columbia in 1936 totalled $207,768,000, exceeding by 
10.3 per cent the $138,424,900 reported for 1935. which in turn was 3.0 per cent greater 
than the 1934 figure. A direct comparison between 1936 and the low ooint reached in 1933 
reveals a 33.4 per cens improvement although the dollar value of trade wes still about 
16 per cent below the 1926 levsl. 


All lines of trade shared in the general improvement. Dealers in luxury or 
in durable merchandise and whica had been making inost rapid gains in 1934 and 1935 con- 
tinued to lead in point of view of increased sales in 1936. Substantial advances were 
also reported by lines of trade specializing in more staple goods and whose sales had 
fallen off to a lesser degree during the depression years. 

Motor vehicle dealers reported 25.9 par cent more business in 1936 than in 
the preceding year, This represents the increase in the total business of motor vehicle 
dealers including receipts from ail sources: sales of gas and oil, varts, accessories. 
etc., receipts from repairs and services, in addition to the sale of new and used vehic- 
les. The gain in new motor vehicle sales alone was considerably greater than that for 
the combined business, being 30. per cent in number and 35.8 per cent in value above 
the corresponding number ard amount for 1935. There were 9,489 new inotor vehicles sold 
for $9,985,671 in British Columbia last year compared with 7,258 vehiclea for $7,352,386 
oi 1935. 


The furnituxe end household group cams second only to the automotive group 
in point of view of increased sales. Radio and music stores reported an increase of 
24.5 per cent; furniture store sales were up 14.7 per cent, while housshold appliance 
stores reported an 8.4 per cents improvement, Saies for the group as a whole advanced 
17.0 per cent, 


The lumber and building materials group, responding to ths stimulus in build- 
ing activity, reported 12.1 per cent more business than in the preceding year, Hardware 
store sales were up 6.1 per cent while retail dealers in lumber and building materials 
reported an increase of 18.4 per cent. 


Grocery and combination store sales ab $21,615,000 were 4.4 per cent above 
the 1935 figure. Meat market sales advanced 2.7 per cent while sales for the food group 
of stores as a whole were up 5.1 per cent. Sales for country general stores, responding 
to the increase in farm income, advanced 6.9 per cent to $15,092,000. Department store 
sales at. $32,927,000 were uo by 6-2 per cent while variety store sales gained 14.2 per 
cent, bringing the total value of sales for this type of store to $3,965,000, almost 9 
per cent abeve the 1930 figure, 


Sales for the appare]. group as a whole increased 7.3 per cent, figures for 
individual classifications within the group showing gains of 9.5 per cent for men's 
clothing stores, 9.3 per cent for family clothing stores, 569 per cent for women's spec- 
ialty shops and 4.6 per cent for shoe stores, . 


Establishments specializing in the sale of office, school. and store supplies 
and equipment reported the iar eet increase of 27.6 per cent in business. Jewellery 
stores were up 11.2 per ceus; tobacco stores, 8.6 ver cent, and drug stores, 6.6 per 


cent. 


Chain Stores.--Ghains and independents shared alike in the general trade ex- 
pansion, the proportion of the total retail trade secured by chain companies in 1936 
remaining unchanged from 1935 at 19,8 per cent. In 1934 the chain ratio was 19.5 per 
cent; in 1933 it was 20,8 per cent, and in 1930 it was 19.3 per cent, There were 76 
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chain companies in the province last year. These operated a total of 717 unit stores 
yithin the province and sales of these units totalled 41,068,500. In 1935 there were 
ulso 76 chains and these operated 704 stores with 37,218,800 sales. Included in the to- 
jals for 1936 were 12 grocery, combination store or meat market chains with 231 unit 
jtores and $9,466,700 sales, an amount which formed 32.8 per cent of the total annual 
jusiness for all grocery and combination stores and meat markets. Four shoe store chains 
bransacted 19.9 per cent of the total shoe store business. Three drug store chains ac- 
sounted for 31.0 per cent of the total drug store sales while variety stores continue as 
2 typical chain store proposition, 74.6 per cent of the total business of all variety 
stores being transacted by chains. 


Scope of Report.--The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from 
he results of the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments which was taken in 
yonnection with the Decennial Census of 1931, Indexes of sales for years 1931 to 1936 
lave been computed from annual surveys of retail trade, for which returns are received 
‘rom all chain store companies and from a representative number of independent stores. 
hese indexes have been then applied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to gitre 
jhe most accurate estimate available of the total retail trade in later years. It is, 
hherefore, apparent that the figures shown herein must be considered as relating to the 
otal trade and not to the business of only those stores included in the sample covered 
ach year. 


It should also be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in 
his report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity 
ales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery 
tems. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other 
land, groceries are sold in manv kinds of stores in addition to those units classified as 
rocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active competitors in 
he sale of grocery products. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETATL MERCHANDISE TRADZ, 1936 


Table 2,--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales 
and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 


ES Oe Se 


i AREER 1936 


} 
LL STORES, TOTAL - : 


POSE ca 5 Adie ys 81 719 16 76 
Stores (maximum) . 692 740 725 7104 117 
Chain sales .occss/9 47,875, 300 9 32,405,600|/$ 33,797,700|$ 37,218,800/$ 41,068,500 
Total sales ......1$248,597,500| $1 55,747,000 $172,927,000| $188, 424,000| $207, 768,000 
%, chains to total 19.3 20.8 25 19,8 19.8 


rocery and Combination 
Stores and Meat 


Markets - 
Ores OSs. a 's'o a 19 yy 18 17 13 
Stores (maximum) .| 244 282 205 295 231, 
Chain sales .ooocofy +C,117,100|/$ 8,862,400/$ 9,165,3001$ 10,069,200/§ 9,466,700 
Total sales cocoooely 37,196,1001$ 24,455,000/$ 25,737,00018 27,788,000|/§ 28,890,000 
%, chains to total} Pa Ae 3602 Sy Al 36.2 32.8 

ariety Stores - | 
Cerne Pee. bP oo oes 3 3 3 3 3 
Stores (maximum) . ou an 21, 22 22 
Chain sales coocooJ 2,769,700/$ 2,301,300/$ 2,406,600/§ 2,583,800/$ 2,958,400 
Total sales oooes .f$ 3,640,000}$ 3,025,0001$ 3,243,000/$ 3,472,000/$ 3,965,000 
%, chains to total 76.4 16.1 ae 14.4 74.6 

1oe Stores - | 
Chains A oneele 3} 5 5 4 4 
Stores (maximum) . 19 Pad 29 24 25 
Chain sales ...-061$  619,400/$  640,000/$  606,900/$  458,600/§ 476,600 
Total sales ....oe/9 3,078,200/$ 2,062,0001$ 2,209,000/$ 2,300,000/$ 2,406,000 
f~, chains to total} sae pal 31.0 2765 19.9 L969 


sstaurants, Cafeterias 
and Hating Places - | 
rare Aloe e ries ds i, 6 5 4 4 
Stores (maximum) ‘| 34 25 au 19 16 


Chath “sallee d's’ o'c's 1,213,000/$ 691,500/}% 610,500] % 648,400] $ 698,200 
Total sales 5,.0cof 10,135,C00/$ 5,220,000/$ 5,868,000\/$ 6,472,000/$ 7,249,000 
%, chains to total 1250 13.3 10.4 10.0 9.6 
‘ug Stores - 
MAING Se va oe este 8 4 3 3 3 3 
Stores (maximum) . AL 39 41 41 42 
Chain sales cccecof 2,042,500/$ 1,367,5001$ 1,438,1001$ 1,512,600/$ 1,618,100 
Total sales .sovooe|$ 6,530,400/$ 4,434,0001§ 4,728,0001$ 4,894,0001$ 5,217,000 
%, chains to total 3223 30.8 30.4 30.9 31.0 


Pao eee se per paar ert ee eri or ee ee ent SI St er en ree ri ere 


te: In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1.926 


Table 3.--Comparison of Department Store Sales by Comnodity Grovos for 1935 and 1936 


———SSSS SS Semester ee 
a a ec me 


j Saies | Sales 
Department in in Ge, 
eet RAN Ae 2985 1936 Change, 


OO ra 
HI Ye Y 


Total Sales, All Departments ....-.000%20 4 449005,000 | 32,927,000] + b Pod 


we 


Apparel and accessories, women's, misses’ and children’s | 
(including furs, fur goods, infants' wear, hosiery. 


Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing 
machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum 
Cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, 
PAR ORTTOUCs) Nels seo 5 sew hascinlne sd oud eriece ees waa diecevaaeel t.)) KoGROO0 443,000] +20.4 


| | 
gloves, lingerie, etc.) eeeoevpvneaeeoeoovneeseeeosoeso00seccd ge ! 4,605,000 | 5. OREN § 00 } a; 8.8 
| ae 
Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, auto oe 
motive parts) eeseoevoweoereeeeoeeesee ona eeveev eevee eavosvo0c HO eo 4oO i 124 ae LAI, 000 4+20.2 
: : 
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and Lunch! 
rooms) @eseteoeoeeoeeoeepeeoeeeeeeaesgea epee Goes eeoeeoernscecorrve 9 H 532 OOO | 602,000 a 2 
Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys' (including 
hats and caps) ee | Bee 480 > COO 3,310,000 ots 935 
{ 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including 
cameras and photographic supplies) er eeeereeccccocrnee | 386,000 952,000} + 7.4 
Dry goods and notions (including piece goods) aa a 
Home furnishings (draperies, curtains, china, window Nh tks 170,000 |. 5,202,000 Babe eS 
BHBUGRy fLCUr COVELINES) pede sacs sepeneiseserc eens cae 
Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm | 
machinery, harness, seeds, etc.) tHe reeersesoocsecvcoo | 149 A000 46,000 + 4,3 
| 
| i 
Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, | 
Sens FT PSEC VOPOTA DASE). sipss'as dione 4 valerie’ sil 4.0 dog's oe POV 69e 000 9,562,000 wi Lae 
| 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) e.eesssccoonce | Lg hLT0CO |} 26326, 000) abaay 
i 
{ 
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wali- | 
paper) Cee eee sere er erate ererensersesesesescacsscsces | Sgr as OP 10) ge ain 52,000 + Dine 
i 
| 


Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, | 
silverware, plated ware ) COCO CH HOO H OO eH PE eODEOOCOCoO4OO5CS | 301,000 249 5008 * 763 


Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses and 


Nand=bags) o-cevcsesevevevecsssevscscvsversecascocccss | 294,900 | 253,000] +29.1 
Millinery iohebocsrconte Mr cron Anclby peas A 388,000 | 412,000 + 6.2 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ede, and Genny 133,000 143,009 + 135 

| = 
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and seatabeen 151352000 1,641,000 + 6,1 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, games) cosoos: | 288,000 305,000] + 5.9 
Stationery, books and magazines ee te oe Ca 606,000 63)3.,000| +12.4 


Receipts from repair or service departments, not inclu 
ded elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical 
309,000 | 422.1 


contracting, fur storage, interior decorating) -escoco 253,000 
a 
Miscellaneous merchandise COOP TETHER ERE EDO E FH ED DOG i 352,000 149,000 | = O29 


Note: Figures shown above for 1935 have been revised slignily from those published in the 
corresponding table last year. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1937. 


Retail sales in British Columbia in 1937 totalled $232,740,000, exceeding by 
11.4 per cent the $208,913,000 reported for 1986, which in turn was 10.9 per cent greater 
than the 1935 figure. A direct comparison between 1937 and the low point reached in 1933 
reveals almost a 50 per cent improvement although the dollar value of trade was still 
about 6 per cent below the 1930 level. It is entouraging to hote, however, that since 
1933 the gains have not only been steady but have accelerated, each year's advance being 
greater than that of the preceding year. 


With one exception all lines shared in the general improvement, dealers in 
the automotive and building materials group recording the most substantial advances. The 
one exception is hardly worthy of note. It is to be found in the furniture and household 
group, the sales of which group, as a whole, were 8.9 per cent greater than those of 1936. 
Within this group are to be found furniture stores with sales 11.9 per cent above 1936; 
household appliance stores, 12.5 per cent above 1936; radio and music stores, 7.0 per cent 
above 1936; and “other house furnishing stores" with sales 0.7 per cent below 1936. The 
decrease is small and,in addition, it may be remarked that the stores falling within the 
limits of this classification recorded, in the previous year, the substantial advance of 
19.7 per cent over their 1935 sales. 


Sales in the automotive group in 1937 were 19.7 per cent greater than in 1936. 
This group includes all firms specializing in the sale. of motor vehicles and, in addition, 
all establishments such as filling stations, garages, etc., engaged in providing services 
and supplies. The index of sales of this group for 1937 stood at 127.8 (on the base 
1930=100) as compared with 106.8 for 1936, 87.1 for 1935, and 57.4 for the low year of 
1933. Within this group the 1937 sales of those firms classified as motor vehicle dealers 
showed an increase of 25.1 per cent over 1936; dealers in accessories, tires and batteries 
were up 20.7 per cent; filling stations, 6.9 per cent; and garages, 5.0 per cent. In terms 
of dollar value, the 1937 sales of motor vehicle dealers amounted to $31,562,000 as com- 
pared with $25,237,000 in 1936; accessories and tire dealers, $1,080,000 in 1937 as com- 
pared with $895,000 in 1936; filling stations, $6,266,000 in 1937 as compared with $5,864,- 
900 in 1936; and garages, $3,921,000 in 1937 as compared with $3,734,000 in 1936. Sales 
for the group as a whote totalled $43,621,000 in 1937 as compared with $36,444,000 in 1936. 


Sales of the building materials group continued to advance steadily. Within 
this group sales of hardware stores were up 16.2 per cent over those of 1936; lumber and 
uilding material dealers, 15.5 per cent; while the increase of the 1937 sales over those 
of 1936 in the electrical, heating and plumbing, paint and glass shops amounted to 24.0 per 
sent. Sales for the group as a whole were 16.8 per cent above sales in 1936. 


It is probably to be expected that in keeping with the advancing sales of 
uilding materials, the sales of furniture and household equipment should also increase. 
in 1936, the increase over 1935 in the sales of this group were second only to those of the 
nutomotive industry. While they fell off relatively in 1937, they were nevertheless well 
maintained, being 8.9 per cent above sales in 1936. Within this group household appliance 
stores reported an increase of 12.5 per cent; furniture store sales were up 11.9 per cent 
and radio and music store sales advanced 7.0 per cent. 


In the food group, the 1937 increases in sales over those of the previous year 
vere well maintained although they were not as large as the advances of the automotive, 
Uilding materials or home furnishings groups. Grocery and combination store sales at 
823,604,000 were 9.2 per cent above the 1936 figure, which, in turn, was 4.4 per cent 
above sales for 1935. Candy and confectionery stores increased from $3,370,000 in 1936 
50 $3,758,000 in 1937, an advance of 11.5 per cent as compared with an advance of 9.7 per 
sent in 1936. Sales of meat markets in 1937 totalled $7,704,000 as compared with $7,275,- 
(00 in 1936, an increase of 5.9 per cent as compared with an increase of 2.7 per cent the 
yrevious year. Sales of the group as a whole advanced 8.5 per cent. 
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Sales of the apparel group increased 6.3 per cent, figures for individual 
classifications within the group showing the following gains: family clothing stores, 
9.0 per cent as compared with 9.3 per cent in 1936; women's apparel and accessories 
stores, 6.5 per cent as compared with 5.9 per cent in 1936; men's and boys’ clothing 
and furnishings, 6.4 per cent as compared with 9.5 per cent in 1936; shoe stores, 3.7 

per cent as mere with 4.6 per cent in 1936. 


ED. Serene the yearly percentage gain in the sales of one group with those 
of another group, the limits of such a comparison should be borne in mind. The fact 
that stores of one classification show a smaller percentage advance in sales over the 
previous year than stores of another classification does not necessarily indicate that 
conditions in that particular line of business are sluggish. The comparison is from 
year to year only and a group which makes an outstanding advance in one year might quite 
naturally be expected to show a smaller advance in the year following. It might even 
show a loss and still be recording a substantial percentage gain over a period of severel 
years. So that any estimate of the relative importance of sales increases of a group 
should take into consideration the percentage sales increases or decreases of that group 
in preceding years. This long-term view is reflected in the indexes of sales rather 


than in the yearly comparisons. 


Establishments specializing in the sale of office, school and store supplies 
and equipment reported an increase of 21.9 per cent in their 1937 sales. This is par- 
ticularly remarkable in view of the fact that their sales in 1936 showed an increase of 
27.6 per cent over 1935. Sales of farmers’ supplies stores increased 13.9 per cent as 
compared with 7.8 per cent in 1936; florists, 12.4 per cent as compared with 3.5 per 
cent; book stores, 10.7 per cent as compared with 7.2 per cent; government liquor stores, 
10.7 per cent as compared with 14.1 per cent the previous year; tobacco stores and stands, 
9.2 per cent as compared with 8.6 per cent; drug stores, 8.4 per cent as compared with 
6.6 per cent; and coal and wood yards, 2.6 per cent as compared with 6.5 per cent in 19356. 


Chain Stores 


Chains and independents alike shared in the general trade expansion, the pro- 
portion of the total trade secured by chain companies in 1937 amounting to 20.0 per cent 
as compared with 19.7 per cent the previous year and 19.8 per cent in 1955. There were 
77 chain companies operating in British Columbia in 1937 as compared with 76 in 1936 and 
1935. These operated a total of 696 unit stores within the province with sales totalling 
$46,497,900 as compared with 717 stores with sales of $41,068,500 in 1936. It will be 
seen that despite the drop in the number of unit stores, there was a substantial increase 
in volume, or an increase in average sales per store. Included in the totals for 1936 
were 15 grocery, combination store and meat market chains with 292 unit stores and 
$11,888,200 sales, an amount which formed 38.0 per cent of the total annual business of 
all grocery, combination stores and meat markets. Three drug store chains transacted 
30.6 per cent of the total drug store business. Four shoe store chains accounted for 
21.6 per cent of the total shoe store sales while three variety store chains obtained 


73.9 per cent of the sales in their field. 


Scope of Report 


The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from the results of the 
Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments which was taken in connection with the 
decennial Census of 1931, Indexes of sales for years 1931 to 1937 have been computed from 
annual surveys of retail trade, for which returns are received from all chain store com- 
panies and from a representative number of independent stores. These indexes have been 
then applied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to give the most accurate 
estimate available of the total retail trade in later years. It is, therefore, apparent 


that figures shown herein must be considered as relating to the total trade and not to the 


business of only those stores included in the sample covered each year. 


It should also be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in 
this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity 
sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery 
items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other 
hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified 
as grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active competitors 


in the sale of grocery products. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1937. 
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Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales 


and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales 


ALL STORES, TOTAL - 
PETS TSI e ¥.0 6inusi oldcokeveiehebievs.0 6 
Stores (maximum) 
Chain sales 
ROME EEGOLOS, i eiciatsia es o0s-5%es 6 
Sensing GO COLA) 6.2% s 


eoeoeneeee 


Grocery and Combination 
Stores and Meat Markets - 
COMI IS wie na 58 vs Aaa we ee 
Stores (maximum) ........ 
Cet SaVOSa cilsisiuiets «s:6 » 
POUR SS OTOSs % 6 sire see es 
chains to totaly ...... 


Variety Stores - 
Lh IS wie orgs al'cte css wane ateAe 6 
Stores (maximum) ........ 
CHS PIREE OLED O55 ols ale ee s'¢ 3.6 
Meee) RE OME SS soo 6 os ele stele were 
o tcnains to total joc. aes 


Shoe Stores - 
RPI , stab rive os s/t orw cea ewe 
Stores (maximum) ... 
OMe et SELES, cob slerciels ete ose : 
Total sales ekateretel she 
%, chains to total ...... 


eoeoeoeve 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
Eating Places - 
STS ca reivusteceshvs.chederairs (ers oe 
Stores (maximam) ........ 
HED TS OCR” dei tale fo rersicos9 008 40% 
Total saleS ws.sesseeeoee 
Oe enaing tO total «on. \% 


Drug Stores - 
TIGA cts sisi es <4 455 > 0's 
Stores (maximum) ........ 
Chain sales .... 
Ge LOS chess poise 98-6 
em oveins to total «sss. . 


eeeeeeeneoe 


Note: 


eeceeeeoeveeoe eos : 


1930 


95 

692 

$ 47,875,300 

$248 ,597 ,500 
1933 


19 

244 

# 10,117,100 

# 37,196,100 
27 2 


3 
21 
2,769,700 
3,640,000 
76.1 


SF HS 


3 
19 
619,400 
3,078,200 
20.1 


SE 


7 
34 
1,213,000 
10,135,000 
12.0 


GF GF 


4 

41 

& 2,042,500 

& 6,530,400 
31.3 


81 

74.0 

# 32,405,600 

$155,747, 000 
20.8 


17 

282 

#$ 8,862,400 

& 24,455,000 
36.2 


3 

21 

#& 2,301,300 

& 3,025,000 
76.1 


5 

27 

$ 640,000 

# 2,062,000 
31.0 


6 

25 

# 691,500 

#& 5,220,000 
13.3 


3 

39 

® 4367500 

$ 4,434,000 
30.8 


by Years 


3 f 


76 

WL 

# 41,068,500 

$208,913, 000 
19.7 

13 

231 

#$ 9,466,700 

# 28,890,000 
32.8 

3 

22 

#& 2,958,400 

# 3,965,000 
74.6 

4 

25 

$ 476,600 

# 2,406,000 
19.9 

4 

16 

# 698,200 

*& 7,249,000 
9.6 

42 

# 1,618,100 

#& 5,217,000 
31.0 


1937 


1933 1936 


77 

696 

$ 46,497,900 

$232 ,740,000 
20.0 


15 

292 
# 11,888,200 
# 31,308,000 


38.0 

S 

22 

8 3,176,000 

$ 4,297,000 
73.9 

4 

26 

$ 539,000 

#$ 2,495,000 
256 

4 

17 

$ 263,400 

$ 7,677,000 
3 oe 

S 

43 

$ 1,729,200 

$ 5,655,000 
30.6 


In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - R®TATI, MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1937. 


Table 3.--Comparison of Department Store Sales by Commodity Groups for 1936 and 1937 


a ne nr re nr 


Sales 
Department in 


Sales 
in 
1937 


| $ 2 
‘Total Sales, All Departments ......... |32,927,000 | 35,495,000 


Women's dresses, coats and suits (including sports 
EPP AME NOUS SO VOSEOS:). ey ice wie araie cavalo Gon sie ard eobtere dye és o0s0 fl | pe aOgO00 


eee Wc DL EN CS WOOT 8. 5s. » 6 eln 6 ake o Gene wv ee Giga aie wee © 634,100 
eeLGrveend CLOVOS We cece sss 06 oc’ Eats ins areelaiiel s cal sialic eaaelats © 1,057,000 


Lingerie and corsets (including negligees and robes, 
knit underwear, nurses' and maids' uniforms) ....... o° 849,700 


Mn ELH CGY, Wt ris Sg RSET ee GG: ae els Oats 5: EE Cees se ee sicia’s 417,600 


Women's, girlst and infants' apparel and accessories, 
USM OL EDOVO 1 ix steel sls acts tae din oun, ee oh 2 eles aioe is (ot. Os FOO 


mons ond boys’ clothing and furnishings ..2,«s.s0e- Baiatede D, el 000 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations {including 
Seoracaand PHOtOPTapHiIc SUDDLICS) <scucs sca soa cbermes | 887 , 400 


Piece goods (silks, woollens, cottons, linens), 
Papeeroe.) Li Neus 8nd DSCNS. Fo a's are sumletele ree, ooo. 4 60-0 1a « Slots 1,842,000 


Small wares - laces, handkerchiefs, neckwear, ribbons, 
MeuwoOns, CATeaG, YAINS  « « so «kee o's me (cleNaje'-atene\/6(e Gtaptiejancts! oy 1,337,300 


Food'and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, 
candies, fruit and vegetables). Do not include 
Rene RE NT Brie CO DICE Te. ees a a) 49,5. wale werel ase bry le eee leeusisiay oie we 2 . 9,350, 000 


Furniture [ineluding mattresses, springs) .....s.ceee. 2 ett vb, 09S, 900 


Home furnishings - draperies, curtains, floor coverings, 
ehina, glassware, pictures, window shaded oes.sovesrsve 2,081,300 


Household appliances and electrical supplies - washing 
machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum 
Cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, 
IIc Tiros Wasa ag ADCO Ol bid COS CRO OR DRG Ole SLO AG OREO SB OHIGIOS 


paper) eeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeenevwees oevoe*nvs#eoeosgeenaecsce#e oe#eeeeee 
Radios, musical instruments and supplieS .......scesoee 205 , 000 
Shoes and other footwear (men’s, women's and children's) 1,809,600 
BuebiOoueiy, DOOKS ONC MAGOZINCS 44 50020sececaceas evete's 681,900 
Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, 

Peete. (rated: WAC) ris sacs eo ac Cases © dere saus yes oe 396,200 
Pia wowierw Qepartments, tOCE1. 0. so. b< se cs slows «ie ey ye Byi70, 700 

(Difference between sum of individual items and grand 


totals) ; 


Note: The departmental groupings shown above have been revised from those used in earlier 


reports. 


2,662,500 
671,000 


1,130,800 


875,000 


444,200 


5,783,500 


3,859,800 
939, 500 
1,957,000 


1,321,900 


10,036,100 


1,551,700 


2,397,700 


513,300 


1,347,900 


228,700 
1,969,700 
735,700 


430,700 
2,421,800 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 

Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1938. 


Retail sales in British Columbia in 1938 totalled $222,386 ,000 
@ decline of 4.4 per cent from 1937. This was a reversal of the trend of 
the immediately preceding years during which sales rose from $155,747,000 
in 1933 to $172,927,000 in 1934; $188,424,000 in 1935; $208,913,000 in 
1936; and $232,740,000 in 1937. The index for 1938 stands at 89.5 on the 
base 1930 equals 100. 


> 


Sales for the year fell off to a greater or lesser degree in 
practically all lines of business. Stores of the food group with sales 
for 1938 amounting to $40,357,000 recorded a decline of 2.6 per cent from 
the previous year. The index of the group as a whole stands at 82.9 com- 
Bered With 85.1 for 1957, 78:5 for 1936, and 66.2 for 1933. Grocery and 
combination stores, which from the point of view of volume of sales are the 
most important members of the food group recorded sales totalling $23,071,- 
900, a decline of 2.3 per cent from the 1937 sales of $23,604,000. The 
index for grocery and combination stores stands at 87.8 for 1938, 89.8 for 
mo?, 862.2 for 1936, and 6915 for 1933. Similarly the sales of candy and 
sonfectionery stores were down 6.0 per cent, and meat markets (including 
sea foods) were down 2.6 per cent. 


Sales of the general merchandise group which includes depart- 
nent stores, dry goods stores, general merchandise stores and variety 
stores were down 2.2 per centi Sales of the group in 1938 were valud at 
842,249,000 compared with $43,218,000 in 1937, $39,995,000 in 1936, and 
133,902,000 in 1933, In spite of the decline in 1938, the recovery from 
she low point of 1933 remains substantial. The index for the general mer- 
shandise group stands at 92.1 which is only 7.9 per cent below the base year 
£1930. Within the group, department stores contributed sales to the 
alue of $34,501,000, a decline of 2.8 per cent from the 1937 sales of 
35,495,000. Sales of dry goods stores were down 1:0 per cent and general 
erchandise stores 2.15 per cent. The index of dry goods stores, however, 
‘as well maintained at 101.3 while the index of general merchandise stores 
tands at 96.3, only 317 per cent belaw the 1950 base. Variety stores 
ffered the only exception to the downward trend of sales in the general 
erchandise group. Sales of variety stores totalled $4,375,000 and exceeded 
y 1.8 per cent the sales of $4,297,000 reported for 1937. Variety store 
ales have held up remarkably well since 1930, the index for 1938 standing 
o 120.2 compared with 118.0 for 19357, 108.9 for 1936, and. 83.1 for 1955. 


Sales of the automotive group, reversing their upward trend 
ince 61955, fell.10.7 per cent. in 1938 from the 1937 level. The total 
sales of the group for 1938 amounted to $38,949,000 compared with $43,621,- 
OO for 1937, $36,444,000 for 1936, and $19,583,000 for 1933. The sales 
ndex for the automotive group as a whole stands at 114.1 for 1938. Of 
the total sales of the group, sales of motor vehicle dealers accounted for 
126,386,000, which was a decline of 16.4 per cent from the motor vehicle 
lealers sales for the previous year. In spite of this decline, however, 
he index for motor vehicle dealers stands at 123.9 for 1938 compared with 
Ponoetore)9O7,  118,5 for 1936, and 48.0+for,.19335..-There was-little, change 
n the sales of dealers in accessories, tires and batteries, but sales of 
‘illing stations and garages were up 6.1 per cent and 1.8 per cent re- 
spectively. 


Sales of country general stores amounted to $167612,000;in 
938, a decline of 1.1 per cent from the 1957 sales of S26), 797.000. the 
ales index for the year 1938 stands at 94.1. Sales of the apparel group 
hich includes ments and boys' clothing and furnishings, family clothing 
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stores, women's apparel and accessory stores and shoe stores, were down 
a.7 per cent from $14,285,000 in 1937 to $13,619,000 in 1938. The index 
for the group for 1938 stands au 7oea 


The building materials group as a whole has made a poor re- 
covery from the low level of 1933, although within the group, sales of 
hardware stores have returned to within 3 per cent of the base year 1930, 
Sales of the building materials group amounted to $9,104,000 in 1938, a 
decline of 1.0 per cent from the 1937 sales of $9,197,000. The index for 
the group stands at 73.7. Although the sales of hardware stores, amounting 
to $4 , 330,000 were down 3.5 per cent from 1937, the index was well main- 
tained av 97.8. Sales of lumber and building material dealers were down 
5.5 per cent with the sales index standing at 64,9. Sales of electrical, 
heating and plumbing, paint and glass shops, on the other hand, were up 
20.5 per cent. In spite of this increase, however, as well as the sub- 
Stantial increases since 1935, the index of salés stands at only 56.5. 


Sales for the furniture andhousehold group, including furni- 
ture stores, household appliance stores, other home furnishings stores and 
radio and music stores wore down 5.9 per cent. Sales of restaurants, cafe- 
terias and eating places were down 7.9 per cent; farmers' supply stores, 
Bar per cent; book stores, 6.6 peor ¢ent;,coal and wood yards, 8.8 per cent; 
mie SLOrCs, O04 per cent; jewellery stores, 2.38 per cent; office, school 
and store supplies and equipment dealers, 4.0 per cent; tobacco stores and 
puands, 2.4 per cent; and government liquor stores, 2.6 per cent. Sales of 
Bmeoriets; on the other hand, were 3.0 per cent,.~greater than in 1937. 


Chain Stores 


There were 77 chain store companies operating 708 unit stores 
Ms British Columbia in 1938, with sales ‘totalling $45,510,500. In the 
previous year the same number of companies operated 696 unit stores with 
sales of $46,497,900. Although there was a decrease in the value of sales, 
the proportion of total trade secured by chains increased from 20.0 per 
Bene tn 1957 to 20.5 per cent in 1936. There were 14 chains in the gro- 
cery combination store and meat market field operating 281 unit stores in 
1938 compared with 15 companies operating 292 stores in 1937. Sales de- 
creased from $11,888,200 in 1937 to $11,199,600 in 1938, while the pro- 
portion of the total grocery and combination store and meat market trade 
Secured by chains also decreased from 38.0 per cent to 36.6 per cent. 
Variety chains with 3 companies operating 22 stores secured 74.3 per cent 
of the total sales in their field. Sales of variety chains totalled $3,250,- 
$00 in 1938 compared with $3,176,000 in the previous year. Four shoe store 
chains with 28 unit stores transacted 25.9 per cent of the total shoe store 
business in 1938. Five restaurant ¢hains with 28 units transacted 10.4 per 
cent of the total business in their field while 4 drug chains with 50 unit 
Stores transacted 34.3 per cent of the total retail drug store business. 


Seope of Report 


The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from the 
results of the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments which was 
taken in connection with the decennial Census of 1931. Indexes of sales for 
years 1931 to 1938 have been computed from annual surveys of retail trade, 
For which returns are received from all chain store companies and from a 
representative number of independent stores. These indexes have been then 
ipplied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to give the most 
mecurate estimate available of the total retail trade in later years. It 
.8, therefore, apparent that figures shown herein must _ be considered aS (rer 


ating to the total trade “and not to the business of only “those stores in- 
iluded in the sample covered each year. 


Tt should also be clearly understood that all retail sales 
‘igures given in this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of 
usiness and not to commodity sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines 
f goods in addition to strictly grocery items. Drug stores are not re- 
‘mricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other hand, groceries 
re sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified as 
rocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active 


ompetitors in the sale of grocery products. 


ms St 
i Don), pie me 
sume & 005 bs i 


eee a 
Oise Te ae 


i get” Stat 


oy 


fink 


Oe ee 
i a 
we) “ m a 
F t ay nM ; 
eR i a SS 
ry wp 
artery 


' ries 
oF eit by Ld qe 


beer ig te sat * ise Sab 


thine aang oy sae ‘festa 


| ores : 


hich 


*y esed uo soyouqooj 80S :(g) pue (T) 


J j i l 
1 
t 


GO. * 0°49 4°04} 4°98 10° 00T] ooo‘ezr‘e | o00‘sEr‘s | O0s‘sL0‘S Set i> caine et ae ee gees: Soma geneone 
We eS 6°49] 9° 041 8°88 | 0° COT} COO*sE8‘H | 000°9L0‘S | O00‘LET‘9 LZ Fo RSS ye S eee yet eae eee 
seTiosseooe pue Teredde s,ucwom 
CPr- 0° s9} 6° G9}. 0°08 | O° 00T | 000%689‘T | 000‘669*T 000*8g8*T ts Poor ccceeeress sortoqgs, suTyyoTO ATTued 
674 - g° pGl 2° BG} T° 84 | 0° 00T | 000‘6T9‘F | C00‘STO‘S 00%‘ 99a°9 Zs f (SIo[TTe4 woysno sepnyTouTt) ssuTystu 


-INJ pue BuTyZoTo ,skoq pues s,usN 


G° 29l 9°G916° G8 | O° OOL | 000 619° ST o00*Gs2*rt | OOP 607 41 Sas ae sees © awe se CI HOT Pomel y 
16°39 7 2°S9 &* 66} 8° 99]0° 08 0° OOT } 000‘ 866" 2 | 000‘TZ6‘S 00g‘ L409‘S coer eee eeec cece ces ceceseees SOBpIBy 
T° SOT v° SOT ¢° 16) S° 46 0" 90T 0° OOT ; 000‘ ee 9 }|000‘992‘9 oot £09e*sS sv ew oe cineress see (EOL Te fend Wiel ba 

000‘ 080 ‘T 00s‘ 9IT‘T ** gotze4yeq pue serty ‘seTiosse00y 
000‘ 962‘ TS ecceeceeeeees SroTeap STOTYaA ION 
OO 221 se eeccesoeserees Gnory sATIOMOINY 
e° oot! 0° 00T | O00*G4S‘t | 000‘ 46S'F 000 ‘079% wee em ers.c's 6 a16 ssieiels OO IOP Senet on 
000 ‘682 ‘T 009 ‘e%3‘T ceeeeses sozoqs osTpueyolo Te1suey) 
TTS {3°s | 4°S9 0°o00T |! 000'G4T*S | 000*46T‘S? 009‘ 9FT‘2 cee esses ereeeerees gozoys spoos AIG 
0° OOT | OOO‘ TOS‘ ES | O00SGEF ‘SS | 006‘ TSB*EE teeeeeecsersosess sorors yuomqyreded 


eeree dnory) estTpueyoioy] Tearsuey 


O°OOT | 000672‘ eh | OOO ‘STS*Sh | OOT'Z98°Sr 


0°00T | 000°8T9°9T.] 000*464°9T | O0G‘SS9*AT wesesses gar09g Terouey) Arqunop 


9° 2.- (O° o00T |000°%0S‘4 {000‘'P04‘A 002 ‘806 ‘OT *(Spoojy ves SUTpNToOUT) syoytem yeolf 
ae O° O0T | 000‘ T40'S¢ {O00 PO9‘Se | 006‘48e‘9¢ **** goz04s UoTyeUTqWMOD pue ATED0ZyH 
eae {T° 284% 26 {0°00T j000‘¢99°T Jooo‘sos‘T | 000°8b9"T "tresses sorogs eTqeqodea pue INIT 
OS ae €8 40°OOT }o00‘ess‘’s -looo‘ssa4‘s 00¢‘669‘7 **** seztoys ATeuOTYOOJUOD pus ApuUeD 


ceoeveeceseeceaceeoeees eee @ dno. poow 


0° OOT }000*4SGS‘OF JOOO*TSP*TY | 000‘269*SF © 


Ee 0 00t 1000 wae 2221 000 oe 221 00S * 46 i epe| tose 


coors ee ee eres s9m04s lata) *7B40, 


oe 


4¢/sc6t | ee6t |4e6t |9c6t Iseet leet |eceti acer ft ITS6T | OS6T SeI04sg fo 
‘esueyd “(OOT = O&6T) " (pequutysa) 4ON TejoL | (T)2equmn ssoutsng Jo puty 


JO % seTes [te,9¥ jo sexepul ‘soTes 9°N TeqOL 


ssoutsng Jo sputy Aq ‘soxepul setes pue seTes ON TezoL—-"°T elqed 


BcS6T “SAVEL ASIGNVHOUM TIvidd - VIGNMI0O HSILIud 


> 
K oe 


ce 
. a — 
ae ea 
Ses 


aoe Teepe Ne AE Aes 
Frater eS Tree 
rs i 
oS eee 
% % 
be Saw : 
eens 
= 
‘4 # Tee Pah 
t 
. 
5 
i 


oie ere Nea e ROOT! | 


4 


i 


\ 


oa 
, ait Fae e 
ae Oe 


Ce: as 
TPO ys be 
‘ ymes5 . 
FS eeticdin ok Ci eee 
ie eh ee nae 
ok aa 
. ose 
ee A sa os 


*umous ATe_,eredes you suotyeotstssepo dof SeInBtJ epntourt sTejoy dnois seseo jo zequnu e Ul -:HLON 
\ 


*sootad [te,e9d pue uoTAduNsuod euTTOSes uo B4ep WOT, peyeutyse ueeq SABY OL6T OF quenbesqns sreek TOFS suOT{IeYS SUTTITJ 1IOJ semBty seTes (2) 
*umOouUy ZOU ST saeok J94eBT 9Seqy UT uotyededo UL sero4s jo LequMuU Te4O4 SUL “SUIT Jo 


Lequnu etdwes e worly surnjzor fo STseq 94} uodn peyeutyse are saeek I94eT Joy soansty seTes [eq{OL “O6T 10S ATuo umoys ore sotoys jo sxrequmu euL (T) 


eto te26) 6°86 | 2°08; S79] 209) 2 hS| OSS) LPL; OOOT { 000" HEE"4 000 *sTr’4 | OoT’92s*4 G89 "sess (Sar0ys pUeYpPuUCdSS SOpnTout ) 

; ssoutsng JO Sputy snosueT Tsosti 
oa = a-o¢} e°a6 |cto8 | ercu} e'e9 | ates] 2°19} e°Pe8l Or OT | 000‘se4‘eT | 000‘OTT‘FT] Oor‘sea‘*vT} ed popstar tie #9 BeTO4S “TORDT | aan Roe 
z2 - |oreal e06 | tee | 79a | e724 | 9789] 9°eu] 4°98] O'00T | O00‘04S‘2 | O0O‘ee9‘2 | 008°006"S 86T Ho OTs ese reese’ spuegs pue se1ojs ooDRqoL 
oe - | 2:68] #6 12°94 | T109] S'0S | Stor] HGF] 3°99] O*0OT | OOO‘980°T | COO‘TET‘T } CO9*OTS*T | se hr eserrese ss szeTeep juemdtnbe pie 

settddns 9104s pue [Tooyos ‘a0Ts JO 
g-2 - | 9°98} T:68 lees | et94 | 9°99 | 97S] 97S] 8794] OT OOT JOOO‘OTa‘S | O00%4Ls*e | 008*899°2 Let fr Sh tang ee ier et erO Feet eee 
o-e + | te.) 0°04 | 2°39 | T'09| wus | Stas] 9°e9] 8°94} O° OOT | 000% ES 000 “Ses 009 *T9d OL AER eee Dp ee oO 
2°0 - |orog| 9°98 lees | ome | Baz | 6°49] 9°S4] 8°88] CO OOT LOOO‘STS*S | CD0‘GSO's oor ‘oss‘9 892 “ican nated sess amram ag 2H OE 
eg - | tag} gas fate | grag! gram | arec| Tea] 4°S8] 0° 00T | 000‘ 2462 | 000°6Se"s 002 ‘669°S TST Pras Soeetye oS? ae tine epee poo ee 
999 - farce! tte lees | w89 | 9°79 | S° TO} B29] 6°68] O°OOT | 000‘TOS 000‘%79 006 “S64 9¢ Be 0 Scie es Ti ee 
2°g - | c°96 | egotiees | a°ee| T°sz | e°T9] T’49] 9°e8] O° OOT | 000‘e%6‘OT | 000° H09"TT 00s*TrS* TT} STT wrreesceceeses sotoqs ATddns ,slouted 


eo = Reet Te S09 es 0°0OT | 000 804 *4v | 000°6G2‘67] OOPL9T*7S] TOS‘T see eeeerees goro1g Tr1eyey req10 
6°4 -— | 8°69 | 4°S4 g°oG} 2° eu! 0°001 | 000'T40°4 | 000'4L9‘4 | COO'SET‘OT cele a sees ie et GOSS Te Ub ea 
| pue setzoyosyeo ‘squeine4sey 

| 
i ger} 4°94} O° 00T | oo0Se9e‘e | o0O‘9Z2‘S | 009‘686°S Bc <r tects ST Sess oh O10 4 oe nO 
ia 0 Na 0° av {1 8°S9 | 0° COT | 000'069 000‘894 000 ‘STS jo oc crttts sedoqs sBuTystuiny suoy 19440 
SD aes g°ac} s°29} o°00T { o00szee‘Tt | 000‘4e?*T ‘Sr6‘ Re gore eelors souettdde prToyesnoH 
9°9 - 2°99! T°981 O°00L j 000‘ 2er'2 {| 000'r09's | oos‘9cr‘e a sag aleeiee s]s sige sss ¢ oS SOLOUS ae Ol 
oS = TG, 0°00t | 000°4TA°9 | O00°GST'4 | OOT’408°8 | * dnoip proyesnoyH pue sing tung 
G-OL* e241 o°00T |ooosog‘t | oo0‘6s0‘Tt | o09‘osT*2 Ho occereeceesess gdoys sseT@ pue quted 

‘Sutqun{d pue Sutyeoy ‘Teotr4zoeTH 
a i T’94 1 oc 00T | 000'29S ‘2 | 000‘SSG9‘°2 | COS‘SrE‘S sreTeop TetleqjwMm SUTpTIng pue 1 equny 
iad s* 4g| 0° 00T { 000f0es*% | 000‘Ler‘F | OCOr*Ser*ty Sees cine ce tees e Seite 10s Seema e 


aielere: sie dnozy) STetie ye! Su TpT rng 


a: 000° OT "6 


| 6S6T | TSé6T | O CET So 1eS 


po4 eur 4s 49N Te.OL 
sseTes ai resol] 


ne aa al 6° 9G] *° [ees 


19/8261 BS6T 1 4E6T geet | GS6L 
(oot = OS6T) 
seteS [teqyed jo sexepul 


ssoutsngd JO puty 


(*p.quop)-ssoutsnd jo sputy Aq ‘soxaprt SoTes pus seTeS 4eN TeqyoLl--°T eTqeL 


"BC6T ‘ACVUL SSICNVHOUMN TIVLSH - VIEWNIOO HSLLIYe 


a 
. 
- 
* 


Tost sista pa till = 


hae a x > 


‘ 


Aa rape es a lye ai ey aA 


E> > > pRECREE LG Boe Bates . lusirtoe 
a? a ; ay ¢ i —— eS 7 = - 
LES TRS, Gro G wats tseersese SYUCE € <i 2s Fi sag Z 
* . 2eu ri eK: = 
f ae ES eR ie ee ae Ge = Aree ey E 2 ~ . guts Sfedsevod faa ett imi & 
i ent TR ES Rag ticeed Wie) Cosi Gc A Sei F Sake oie SR ick Bo hed Bist 
i 3 : ; : Ea % Ls 
1G f = . = aa Pa § “ 7 E Nee . = - 5 ; . Z “i 
; fee, So) eae 2. fat Ss eet ae Le G67 SS. reeds ee Pere swtiewwt 
, c i : > z ae 4 > ¢ ae a 
fe ees ae ae eee: ee eee eee s 2 7; é 
ies}, On 2.0) Oe tS. Rey &.358 6: Bas pttee eos ack sew SRISFR ob: Stones: 
= ores | 1 ; i : . 3 : a os = Poh soe ag 
: : ras ee | Sk 2 , 4 t: P ptis ary gt : 
few 7 , : . 2 _ ew eer oe 7 = 3 2 z ; 7 : ant alias 
i : ae ; a Ve oe : x= at ee Stee foc 92 ae 7 ue = oe aS. Pe Se - w p> awa bad Le > 
7 | : 7 7 fe > . P| F a > 
: : € 3 pom - ; J 
of . .. a z ; E 
= : ¢ 4 = i - 
2, 3 > A f : F ; $ 
> - ere Roe ee 4 : iA ae 
a 4 ‘ke Se eet. sis Oe a ; 
is ae’ La A A tne tar He i eg a en nw Gna Sk al 
= a = = ss 7 
E : = 4 t yj i z ee os = : E a 
SS os * en Caled ee es = 2 Ein = ea ASRS Sie US 432-5 SF eile ta " 
4 ; atk LL, Cie ee _ 
f- =) 3 5 2: 
: : | : 


phe foeme ome 


4 


ate, 
* 
. 
cas pee erenetegendoe 
’ 


Tete te 


Pe 
-Proiet? { a a 

t 

H 


MG Pe ae tos + Ff “3 5 a. 
% kee ake 2m ee : z > = & + ae s wes % +s 
ke 8 s re B “~~ A . Smo ay = 7 : 
FS at i Wer boa oh wea SCeeaes,. eases os CE 
! . ; t 
ey 2 apo z re E 5 
ir ee * : i522 = <8 2 ee a: 
: i 
Sd > § a > a + : > t 


: 

At oe 
. 

we 


a ee 
BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1938. 


Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales 
and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total, Sale’, by Years 


ee aooaoaooooooaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoooo— 


1930 1933 
ALL STORES, TOTAL - 4 
CHAINS 2c. cesses eseceosevee | 95 81 ae as 
Stores (maximum) ........0. | 692 740 696 , 708 
Chain sales ............... | $ 47,875,300 |# 32,405,600 |# 46,497,900]% 45,510,500 
MoreMmeales .. 0. o0bon ss ... | $248,597,500 | 155,747,000 | $232,740, 000|#222,386 , 000 
%, chains to total ...i..3. | 19.3 ' . £018 20.0 20.5 
} 
rrocery and Combination | 
Stores and Meat Markets - 
URES) lace ds va namie e ee Vio aby Oe L9 a4 15 14 
Stores (maximum) 1....i...i { 244 282 292 281 
Chain sales ..i.is.ss.4--05 #$ $ 10,117,100 [$ 8,862,400 }|4 11,888,200/# 11,199,600 
Mouatvoeles (at, seteeee | $ 37,196,100 1% 24,455,000 |# 31,308, 000|# 30,575,000 
Se pcoedneetoO tOudl ...h se ss | 2712 36 .2 38.0 36 .6 
! 
‘ariety Stores - | 
CALNE igi s earns a Nise sa ole ee eg 3 3 3 3 
Stores (maximum) i..ises.. 21 21 22 22 


Chain sales i.iisssices-ees | & 2,769,700 |@ 2,301,300 [$ 3,176,000}4 3,250,500 
Total sales ...i.,.ceeeeee6 | $ 3,640,000 J# 3,025,000 |# 4,297,000)$ 4,375,000 


@, chains to total 3..s<e.: , "6.1 76.1 73.9 74 3 
hoe Stores - 

Chains eoeg eevee eee d eben eee oe He) 5 4 4 

Stores (maximum) j1i....... | 19 27 26 28 


619,400 }# 640,000 |#  539,000]4 590,300 


Chain sales ere er bobeneose ver 1 $ 
14 3,078,200 |# 2,062,000 |* 2,495,000|/8 2,473,000 


Total sales eoeotesestevoeebheoe 


PemCnOlnARLO TOURL 6 sce 4 Pour Slo 216 23.9 
estaurants, C,feterias and 
Eating Places - 

Stores (maximum) i.11...3.. 34 25 17 28 


I$ 1,213,000 }]# 691,500 }#  263,400{8 732,300 
% 10,135,000 |# 5,220,000 |{& 7,677,000]/$ 7,071,000 


Chain sales eeoeee ost boesreevoe 


) 

i 

! 

| 
DEA notes les h sirens ta a4 | ” 6 4 5 
POU Ges BLOGs 6c 'o eh sss een, se : 


%, chains to total ‘t)...... | 12.0 | 13,3 3.4 10.4 

rug Stores - | 
Bhaing si«cisidisdsczes: oe 4 4 3 3| 4 
Stores: (maximum) si..e.siii | 41 39 43 50 
Chain sales ........-...06. | & 2,042,500/% 1,367,500 /% 1,729,200/8 1,923,600 
Mopaleaalias orcee ct eas ss wee | & 6,530,400 }& 4,434,000 1% 5,655,000/$ 5,615,000 
Peechnains tontotal (.: 5 ss.dcau 31.3 30.8 


30.6 | 34.3 
i 
4 


Note: In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 


(1) Large change in chain ratio for restaurants between 1937 and 1938 due to re- 
classification of one firm from independent to chain store category. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1939 


Retail sales in British Columbia totalled $223,769 ,000 in 1939, up by 
one per cent over the preceding year but 4 per cent below the lewel of 1937 according 
to calculations made for the annual survey of retail trade conducted by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. Indexes of sales on the base, 1930 equals 100 stand at 90.0 for 
1939, 89.5 for 1938 and 93.6 for 1937. The index for 1933 stood at 62-6. 


With very few exceptions, results for all lines of business show but 
little change in the annual figures for 1938 and 1939, increases in the latter part of 
the year under review offsetting declines in he Spring and summer months. Jewellery 
store sales were up 13 per cent, government iiquor store sales increased 9 per cent 
and variety stores did 8 per cent more business in 1939 than in 1938. Sales of farmers 
supply stores declined by 13 per cent. Results for other lines of business reveal but . 
slight variation from the 1938 level. 


Chain stores transacted approximately 21 per cent of the total retail 
merchandise trade in British Columbia in 1939. There were 73 chain companies operating 
in the province and these had 692 stores with $46,868,700 sales, an amount which formed 
20-9 per cent of the total annual business of 2il stores including both chains and 
independents. In 1938 there were 77 chain companies with 708 stores and $45,510,500 
sales, an amount which formed 20.5 per cent of the total annual business. Ratios of 
chain to total sales for earlier years are 20.0 per cent for 1937, 19-7 per cent for 
1936, 20-8 per cent for 1933 and 19.3 per cent for 1930. 


There were 13 chains in the food retailing field (including grocery, 
combination store and meat market chains) and these operated 266 stores whose sales of 
$12 ,653, 300 formed 40-2 per cent of the annual business of all similar stores including 
both chains and independents. In the preceding year there were 14 chain companies in 
this group and they operated 281 stores and secured 36.6 per cent of the total business. 
Sales of 3 variety chains with 22 stores totelled $3,369,100 in 1939, up 4 per cent 
from the amount of business transected by the same 3 compamies and 22 stores in the pre- 
ceding year- Drug chains accounted for 35-5 per cent of the business of all drug 
stores in 1939 compared with 34-3 per cent in 1938. 


The chain figures given here relate to all groups of four or more stores 
under the same management and control excluding only department stores. Department 
stores are not included in the chain store category irrespective of the number of stores 
belonging to the same company. Voluntary chains consisting of independent stores group= 
ed for buying purposes are not included with the chain data. All such stores are con- 
Sidered as independents. 
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Scope of Report 


The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken from the results of 
the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments which was taken in connection 
with the decennial Census of 1931. Indexes of sales for years 1931 to 1939 have been 
computed from annual surveys of retail trade, for which returns are received from all 
chain store companies and from a representative number of independent stores. These 
indexes have been then applied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to give the 
most accurate estimate available of the total retail trade in later years. It is, 
therefore, apparent that figures shown herein must be ne considered _ as relating to the 
total _trade and not to the business of only ‘those stores included in the sample covered 
each - years 


It should also be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given 
in this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to com- 
modity sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly 
grocery items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On 
the other hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units 
classified as grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active 
competito:s in the sale of grocery products. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1939 


Table 2.=--Number of Chains 


Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales 


and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales 


by Years: 
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lote:-- In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
Retail Merchandise Trade in British Columbia, 1940 


Retail sales in British Columbia totalled $248,333,000 in 1940, up 11 per 
cent from 1939 and approximately on a par with the dollar volume of business transacted 
in 1930, the earliest year for which comparable data are available. Indexes of sales 
on the base 1930 equals 100 are 99.9 for 1940, 90.0 for 1939 and 89.5 for 1938. The in- 
dex for 1933 stood at 62.6 so that there has been an increase of 51 per cent since the 
low level reached in that year. 


With the exception of fuel dealers all lines of business for which separate 
figures are available recorded increases in 1940 over 1939. Gains for stores specializing 
in household furnishings exceeded those for most other trades. Furniture stores trans- 
acted 19 per cent more business in 19/0 than in 1939; household appliance stores were up 
21 per cent, while increases recorded by stores specializing in radios and musical in- 
struments was even greater amounting to <9 per cent, Anticipation of increased prices 
arising from the 25 per cent excise tax on radios and household electrical appliances 
provided for in the War Conservation Act introduced at the beginning of December, 1940. 
was the stimulating factor affecting the business of stores specializing in these conm- 
modities. 


Total sales of motor vehicle dealers estimated at $29, 352,000 for 1930 were 
15 per cent higher than in 1939. The increase in new motor vehicle sales alone as 
measured by dollar volume was similar to that for the motor vehicle dealer trade as a 
whole, There were 8,718 new motor vehicles sold in British Columbia for $10,108,463 in 
1940, up 11 per cent in number and 17 per cent in value compared with the preceding year. 
Increases were similar for passenger and commercial models. Included in the total figures 
were 6,874 new passenger cars which retailed for $7,727,312 in 1940, There were also 
Ly By commercial vehicles which sold for $2,381,151. : 


“Stores in the apparel group transacted 11 per cent more business in 1940 
than in 1939, results for individual lines of business within the group revealing in- 
creases of 7 per cent for men's clothing stores, 13 per cent for family clothing stores, 
1l per cent for women's apparel and accessories stores and 15 per cent for shoe stores. 
It is estimated that grocery and combination stores transacted business to the value of 
$26,939,000 in 1940, an increase of 12 per cent over the preceding year. Department 
store sales were up ll per cent; variety stores gained 10 per cent; hardware stores in- 
creased their business 11 per cent; drug stores gained 11 per cent, while jewellery 
stores recorded a larger increase of 18 per cent. The increase for country general 
stores was only 4 per cent, indicating that the increase in buying in the rural commmni- 
ties was lower than that experienced by the urban trades. 


Chain Stores 


There were 73 chain store companies operating in British Columbia in 190, 
These operated a total of 673 stores within the province whose sales amounted to 
$59,039,500, forming 23.8 per cent of the total business of all retail stores including 
both ohains and independents, In the preceding year the same number of chain companies 
Qperated 692 stores and accounted for 20.9 per cent of the business. Ratios of chain 
to total sales for earlier years are 20.5 per cent for 1938, 20.0 per cent for 1937, and 
19.3 per cent for 1930. The chain store figures covered the operations of all retail 
companies operating four or more branches. Voluntary chains comprised of independent 
proprietors grouped for buring or advertising purposes are not considered as chains for 
the purposes of this report. It should also be noted that all department stores are 
considered as independents irrespective of the number of units operated by any one company. 
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Tncluded in the total chain figures mentioned in the preceding paragraph 
for 1940 are 12 firms specializing in groceries or meat products. These 12 companies 
operated 252 stores whose sales amounted to $14,883,300, forming 43 per cent of the 
total business of all similar stores. In 1939 there were 13 food chain companies with 
260 stores ond these transacted 40.2 per cent of the total business of all food stores 


in that year 


Chains are aiso of considerable importance in British Columbia in the shoe 
and drug retailing fields. There were } shoe chain companies operating 28 stores in 
British Columbia in 1940 and these had sales of $3,032,000 or 25 per cent of the total 
business of ail. shoe stores. There were also 3 drug chain companies with 49 stores 
whose sales of $2,225 , 700 formed 35.3 per cent of the total business of all drug stores 
in the province. 


a a <a e 


The figures for 1930 shown in this report are taken’ from the results of 
the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments which was taken in connection 
with the Decsnmnial Consus of 1951. Indexes of sales for years 1931 to 1940 have been 


computed from annual surveys of retail tr ee for which returns are received from all 
chain store companies and from a representative number of independent stores. These 
indexes have been then applied to the total sales figures for 1930 in order to give the 
most accurate estimate available of the total retail trade in later years. It is, 
therefore, apparent that figures shown herein must be considered as relating to the 


een 


total trade and not to Pee pasinecs of oniy those stores included in the sample covered 
each year. 


Tt shouid alse be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given 
in this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to com- 
modity sales, Grovery stores seil a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly 
grocery items, Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On 
the other hand, groceries aro sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units 
classified as grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are active 


competitors in the ssaie of grocery products, 


ue 


“aa ane kd 
elie aay: 1a ft oe 


& 


“bate ms H 
tia! cy 


very Ane Ino 
Borenvi¥ 


we 


souk 


wy * 
+ 
m ‘ ’ 
} Sa i 
| i. 
j ¢ oe ri 
‘ x SA ve 
; y a 
is uy 
4 r ; ( 1 
< i 
; ue. ‘ t \ hoy hk ae 
2 igh ' 5 
si os a by a ha i ’ ir dah A ‘3 iri Pia! 
t ny Y bs Ae : \ a vas A Ay, 
me) | in* + ey \ t I ni ea wt wh Pith' - a 7 
“iit x) ey mr ty is Seg, Teves Pay ce \ 1 i y ha ee) f Blety,. Paria <a 1 
a ae ae i f Wr 4, * ed i 
ue) ‘Mab f aha C 4 i ay o 
M Oat 
. +4 P t ; i ee ved \ 
¥ . An { fi 
f A \ L ave i NEB Me Meme.) ke 
f i 
it Be % i m » r an 
Tie ; : Rae Ee EOP ied sR | 
‘ ¥ ” n iat q ra ia tae rab 
iy i yo. hee he 
y 


. \ 
: , Se ee 
t ter 
i 
i j 
i { 
, 1 
Wal ‘ 
; 3 
By < . * 
1 i 
i : 
ve 
ae ’ 
1 
\ ' 
m5 
1 
¥f 
1 Pa 
i 
' 
S 1 
* 4 
{ 
i 
t , 
t 
Fi 
‘ 
: 
. 
} 
7 
iQ é 
th 
' . by 
: 
A i i 
i - 7? 
Per asir 
f P A 
aT. i 


"h ©8eq UO BejyOUZCOZ Geg :(Z) pus (T) 


86 19 
. 000 £zeo £ 
a oot ose 2 | OOz elo e | get en odes pant eRe. Sia BOROAB ERS 
0g |6 | o00*teg‘t 000 “cag is ees ie ore pete ge tench oh dalek Ja os a 
4 @eeecneeoeaeeos 
| | O000TT*S jooo*TLL.“ | o08‘99¢°9 | ane sar Te BSED S SATIRE ALT RE 
(SIoT}2} woysnd sepntou Su 
—— puyouy) szuyystu 
0°68 ;S°08 |e" 000 66ST 000%S lees lee Pe ee ae eae 
| | i : | qt ST jO00 £c FT 00h “607° LT ohh, Peceecoesereones dog Bread 
tt 9°¢) Ig°el ie°tL \6"6 ice | | , Rem! 
oh Ere cet” 6 Aton, Deis 77 le" 39 £9 | "6S jooot 000 ‘62T Sk 000 £780 rs 6 ; 
Ee eT oat {2 6 "QTL GOL |T “COT H°COT|S*TE }O°OOT) OOO"hetL fey *266§ A ee es ita ae ae es KD 
grat +1 9° ial 2 Tor 66 11°96 |trog l9r9l 1CrHL [t:s9 ‘0*00t| o00%¢9z‘t —(000°TET* i | ar £4 Poteet) ete Ag) suo rers Sarre 
ees ig SS a lo"gh }0°00T, 000°265‘6z j000%g9S ‘ce | eee te (7% geTaoqqeq pus seat, “soTtoesecoy 
Stl 4 “TCT T CTT =e 5 Sor 2 7 =f aoe | 9 cd a 96T eooeceecsseseors sie TBep OT OTUeA IOVOW 
ree onn PCIe aes eee a 
ces. | 8 7° LG | a 000 °S16"sy 0007 16G°Qe | ool cal He | etd eet tt dnouy aatyouoyny 
Ge +] 305. i ia a JOreTt)6"g0T}a°6 | t6e [tre jor00T| 000%ogt £¢ be ‘gal, | ooofong’s | of eae 
TCT. 4. On OTT! GC ch 86 | l6° 88 é [te 9°SL 19°09 10"00T) 000 “gat “T 000 “90° 4 i 009 ‘E42 5T } C eee ee 89.109.8 kyorzen 
G*ot +1 9°66 ic ane TTS | 2°ql iL*€9 jO°OOT, OCO'SEc 2 00°02 52 poo cert = | a aie S9J039 OSTPUBYy.TeM TRasuey 
e [oe Paes! Mi a Hi Ps € é t BEC MEO ONS CFEe) SAE NEEERA SS “si 
& 6), i dL it ir), 5 OOT: 000%2LL°8E c00%eg0%GE | 006 “169 “96 es Reet ss = #91048 spoos f£aq 
g COTO anree ee eee & ! Sates Qe 
Tg [O°SL j6°SL o*00T} 6007 100° Li” 1000 *Ce0"GR | OT son GH | eon — 
ra , aE Z| | Log’ vt ee )*660°SH } OOT® S09" "Gy | 20g j °* dnozp estpueyorzey Texeuep 
O° EO 1OGOt) OOO *ONS*OT 000 "Te 
0g 10°EL 1G*G9 10°COT! O00°OHS*9T {000 196 °C roc eco*Lt | a He teeeoe gogodg Teaeue 
8°H G*0L I€*L9 | | | ST ) £a4un09 
< ae ats 6°H9 (9°09 +L°9G {O*OOT, 96 n00 £66 £ | PEL 
a5 G" ZOTIQ° 1S 69 ! log), | gral Ce eee ee -3ot ee 2 Bee | 002 806 ‘Ot 90S | ** (Spool Bes SOpNTOUT) syexTeM ywOW 
gro + | top [nn 6or| L<otla't6 [6*<e |g708 |o00t} 000 ‘ogi o00Lng‘t | 006 7182 799 | eee ee ee 
3 0 4°69 19°69 16-19 |o*00t, 000‘099“¢ Seer | (te eene* Setore oie see 
Sa eee TEL LAL [Lb 13°99 [O-00t! 000°LL oe | . 
O 00 > @ORe e089 7 
<5... es ce | Ae TITS pee ; on ame eae ee ee 
O7It +] 6°66 }0°06 15°59 [9°S6 | 0 gS SSIS eet 
| Tne A rs re ' Es s = - 
ee ae a 69 7 “9 E = 000 . giz j000°69L a “00S*L6S Std] TOS" % pooeeeeeses getoas TI “THIOL 
ee a ior eC > Bs H | 
GeO UO) ON6T 16E6T icSe i LEST | OC6T 1SET 1 SOL 1ECOT | OSET “t= ONGL | BEG ee 
JO % eee CeO sper ae: (peqeuy3sq) 
‘seTes 4eN [270% seouteng JO puyy 


- s 


ssoursng jJO-epury Aq “sexepul seTeg pue BeTeg JeN TBIOL--"T STqeL 


Oy6l “HCVEL ASIGNVHONGW TIVLad - vVidWNIOO HSILad 


wi 
4 ‘ 
* 
BS 
ET 
ss oe 
‘ 
f 
* 
uct 
. 
Fy 
» 
’ 


+” 

i 
ts X 
eh * 
Ltn 
* : 
fee i 
fap cd 


ie 


im i 
“ 


wee 


a 
sep eee ee 


ot 
ew ee ee 
ee pe ee tint ce 


rine Shari 


pean i ge ma A 


a nt 


TARE ae taht wo » ala 


os Os baat 1 ihe ay i 

ae tse 4 

% fie, - SS bat \ ra 
Pay eyst |: t 

‘ oe 


ache! 


iT. 4 - 

; hal a 
Fy A a on 
i in oe ae 


Sep eyelets 


Steere 


Cee eT ae. 2 
ees Oe 


ts =. 
* Es 


See: a8 
a a a 


me 
<= 
= 2 


tng 


x 


i 


Sore 
rai 


cp i 
; Lid f on 


* 


soma te! 


1 er 


api ed pnts Gije Aree yore 
a 


poo te NR pert wm sepa hie ohare ell 
{ 
4 


A 


rb 


ee 


Soe 


pagers 3 
EES 
fea 


” mG Ke 
Pa OP Ss 
ate 

= 


Bug | 


Ge Si 


Re 


aequnu eTdues @ wory suImyzer JO ST 


E°9t + |O°6TT Ig*toT<"16 |S°96 
Bt p61 ¢totla66 lars 
66 + [1°65 |L°06 19°98 (9°06 
q°LT + |9°TOT 9°99 |L°6Qg | H°S6 
Lt | 

S | i9° Lae 
9 |r: o’ol 
g 0 9°98 
om It 3° Ls 
7" vs 

G G 


Ga): 


62/On6T! On6T I6E6T | ecé6t | Le6t !9C6T | Sct | 
bok (OOT = O¢6T) 
go 


a a ne 


‘umoys £Toyeredes YOU BUOTYCOTITSSeTO JO SsemMBTE epntouy stej09 dnoa® seseo jo zequmu ve UI LON 
*sooTad [Tejert pue uoTydumsuoo sup [Oses uo Byep WOTZ poyYeUT {se useq ovBY OCK6T OF YUONbesqns sxeok JO suoTyeis SuTLIT]Z azAoy BAIMBTJ setes (2) 


eee \s%9 | 2°09 ae 
1G°99 I9°Gl. 19°99 iL* 6G 
T*EQ-4G29): jg°2l j<"99 
te |t-09 1S*0S |c*on 
6°Hg {<S°9 lore 
3°29 110 cage 
6°6L 16°t Gob 
| RRE ES Ears 3°83 
c°ch Sua b 
Oot 
6°6S 
GliGst 
G* ot 
2°9G 
St 
1°T9 


0°Otr 
G°S9 


L°S9 


BeTeS TFe{eY JO sexepulL 


a me ethre 


PON EE NE 


XO \O UNNO UN LY 


‘uUMOUY OU ST Siteof Joye, osoy} UT UOTYerEdO UT se409s8 JO ZequmU TeI04 SUT, 
seq oy} uodn poyemTyse ore saeok A94BT JOl seamsty BoTeS TeI0L “OC6T Jos ATUO UMOYS oFe Se409S JO szequmuU su, 


{ 000°S42°S 


! 0°00T; 000'9G6*g 
Pe ares 
0*O0T) 000669 %2 
0°O0Ti 000 S03 *T 
0°00T 000°9S0°E 
0*00T; 000066 
0°00T! 000 *T0E £9 
0°00T! 000°LEL ‘2 
0°00T| 000" <49 
0°O0T! 000‘ T94 SOT 


000149 
000 £€9% *T 
000 £216 £2 


000 £292 ‘T 


O00" 1GL-¢ 
000‘SL9 ‘x 


Seen 


000/096‘ 
000 £29 
000 *gx0 


L 
6 


i?) 
T 


1 CO0*T09 “2 
| O00*TES 
; 000" 999°S 
| 000 £106 “2 
000 £€66¢ . 
000666 °6 


000°66n "Ot | 0004066 ° 


+ 000‘T99*2 oot £986 *L 


"SUITS JO 


G99 , eee (8920738 PUBYpUuooes Sopntout) 
| ; ? ssoutTsng JO SspuytTy snosuelTeostp 
| 00% Gel tere CL ee nies eee JONDTT JUSWULTEAOy 
| 008 °006 “2 i Q6T po recerese* spueqgs pue sesojs ooowgoy, 
| 009 ‘ote “T | QE joccceresosss sroteop quomdtnbe pue 
: ; ' softtddns 921018 pues eee *s9T TIO 
i 4 3 Wie CRIT IS) CTS 2 SO.t0 Ss TOT emer 
| 009°T91 @ | i |oeeeeeeeeeeeeerseeeserseree ae 
O04 £0EG 69 | 992 en re RNR oa ee 891098 SLI 
008 °669 °G | TQT pn Eig, spaet Poor pue Te. 
006 66) 9¢ {ARS PSO RE Se Oe RE See NS 89.1048 yoog 
| 008 "THE TTT | GIT oS sezoys ATddnus ,szomreg 
; ! 
Tog T "eecceesces BeM0IS TTeISeY AeyO 


OOT * 102° 


Cesererescesersene s90eTd But eq 
pue seyteyeseo ‘squemeqsey 


009 £696 £2 eeoeeoetoeoseovore 891048 ofsnm pue oTpey 
000 £9Tg 69 ‘sess soz0qs8 BSUTYSTUAM emoYy 1ey40 
001 fen64T Gh reesesess sozoqs ooueTTdde prtoyesnoy 
00g £9S £2 98 evoeeeseosceoeoseeeeoeoens g§9.1048 emmy tummy 


* dnory ployesnoy pue sinqztumy 


LI YARN LTRS IR AP REA NS A AN SE TAL 


ooofzet*t | 009 f0ETt ‘2 96 seeceeeseees odous ssets pue quTed 
‘Sutquntd pue Sutyeoy ‘Teoysz},0e TH 
/000‘00L‘2 | 009'SH6*¢ 69 SdeTeep TeTieyeM SuypTrnq pue LequMT 
000 £002‘ | oo "Senn 4QT pes soe eee 89.1048 ozTeMprey 
6 oe aye’el| 6le.  .°°°*'* dnozp sTeTaeyeW Surptiua 
a vi i 
i B2eTBS iget0js jo | 
en Teq0L_|(1)zequnN gssoutTsng jo puTy 
{ 


(*P;3009)--sseuyeng Jo spury 4q “sexepul SeTes pus seTes 36N TPIOL--"T SLABL 


OnOl “SdVaL ASIGNVHOUEN IlViad 


- VIGNNTOD HSILLYd 


1 


6 la Bahte eb) bie 


- 
Nn eho iheuisevcs eet 


Ci ‘ ee 
‘ 70 ae ee, 
ae i ti iN a ‘ ae ane Tri ges Pre 


: = f 
ange ee 


di 1 Dene elliny Soak Hey + hn ait wil ahh el yt 


ht eae 

hi fa > 
ae ve , , 
At) Mine re 


gett Cah 
ONG eng “ies: 


ey 


es Pu Vr ; fy it 
, MS x Fes) Lk 
= 4 wy bony 1 oy Kee 
why \ Men ; Pres 
‘ eg i sea ta ae 
Jonathan Sorc itt gry nebulae ros hagas ne ~~ 
ey a ha ya Ma? eas BS * Be 
i} A . 


ae inet ma ee 
it bia P 
i, ; Le edptetaith ammietels Sy ialad ir ety ‘ ‘ 
‘ et Ne OMe Wid amine a ene 1 fh 
"4 Mek, i i ee OL Sa ae | 
> a at yi Mh it $ 4. e % OOS ae “yea, y es 
cy a ae ee BS | Bhar ba Uae ba Te seas Roary Maa eR . ow 
a ce ee ae bee HE aoe a bh yt A eR Ge MB Bl eh . ay 
ee al dees ee My eres 2M ae) |e! he evan Lanes Yee re is 
a Ne anne cet eae RIDE LA, * % fs * a ae 3 7 ve 
if eee | w) Hi Pe ne S iy Le sa il ead oe m og Pare we iz . oe 
i Tea Gk Sue Ue ° “ ¢ % iB de oy . > 
nw ae aS oS ne ae eS Oa 4 Ca Ne te Ta Det ‘ * 
" j bhi ” ve a as) Sie “ aw LAY oe ‘¥ , S mo i ADA ty. ; » ‘hs Mg 
‘(A oe 2 hf < AN the ‘i > ees a nae e , 
‘ ei ee ra af wi ia BR aaate % et ok ae ie iam 2 i ie ait 
ie Ce DE RE ce eee, ee oe ee Wa ae ay ey Ce ae a 
Mi e hh mS iB £2. bf AA ¥ be j ne Mp a ta i? is ge 
Bad heey ie! GY +h ie By > ; Ae bf a Tay He o 
pS ah Xie Ata Se Oy) i bust ry ed . Ae OS. ets 
Os yt Yeh ie ORR aS ile a ee 
1 ay Baa at AO ec UA oo a NC fies sit Re 
4 a by ah ok el ee vet Lae ep en 23) ies aera 
i an a ee A a a AD iow iat 
i} hay ay, ¥ wy) GN" bay “+ YY es) te © i ny 
ROG Cais Mess ae Cant w eta Ia eae ED wd Ge a if int. Gy, & 44 
Os At a aie oie Ps ee re i ae ‘ , or 
is MS ey Oe os oe OD. eS Pan Be has Bae. 
ort Gee. oe CE +) te BO a ae 42 ae 2 ee Pit dong i 
oH D tol, ae oe mooM } ‘ yy as bil how be om 
oe ben ‘raed i Raed ish i ; eal 4 ' ‘v Tht aa a 
Ee i: on & ef Boi oe 
27 Robie De 2 ay a = | a en 
Bee e 28 boo ea meas 
WE ‘ope & e Ut a 4 . oe if ! 2 a . : il ree ~ f 
| Si fy i * ah eae ae 2 oc 
oo) ane a he oe ‘af 
mw aa! bart i? Oe ae i a na 
Ht a : ba es he 7 Ky #, wD ay et AW 1 i 
. Rye a i i 
Mas ita i ‘ vie 
\ i | f 
{ , Ly r) EW sih ty af , 1 


me 
BRITISH COLUMBIA - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1940 


Table 2,--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales 
and Percentage of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 


1930 1933 1939 19h0 


ALL STORES, TOTAL -- 
Chetns” Meee toes sg SAN RRS eer 95 81 73 73 
Stores (maximum) ...ecesees 692 Tho 692 673 


Chain sales .s.seceeeeveeee | $ 47,875,300 | $ 32,405,600 | $ 46,868,700] $ 59,039,500 
POCA eLOn sos sabes obo s ct) SOHO, 597,500 $155, 747,000 $22,769,000 $248, 333,000 
% chsins to total ..ssesss 19.3 20.8 20.9 23,8 


Grocery and Combination 
Stores and Meat Markets - 
Chains ecocvev@#eoceve08 8202886060808 19 17 13 12 


Stores (maximum) ......c00. ehh 282 266 252 
SUDSN Ret etek (ye hhc ep apart 10,117,100] $ 8,862,400 | $ 12,653,300 ; at 883 , 300 
WOUal Ceted tes 0s ¢'s0 0's yee ay 37,196,100 | $ ah. 13495,000 $ 31 ’483, 000 630, 000 
© -ohaings ta total . sassses 27.2 36.2 0.2 iets 


Variety Stores - 


Chains as hie 6 ee 0le 6 Gem 0 66.6 3 3 3 3 
Stoves (maxim) .4.4.0nes's Wee te 21 22 22 
lglea hol (ich lerc, ane : 25769; 700 ; 2,301, 300 Oe »369,100} $ 3,735,400 
OLS LC AO LOS “is a giskae cee ode die 3,640,000 3,025,000 i 726,000} $ 5,180,000 
So oueine to total .sce.des Theva! (eres 71, 3 1251 
Shoe Stores - 

ORGIES aie els s vlaaiee sais ad oie 3 >) i 4 
Stores (maximum) ...secsece 19 27 28 28 
Chedm haloes 224 .seseade sae 4 o - 619,400 : 640, 000 : 617,700} $ 7,976,000 
POLE OHALOS as etsesksersvee |-o). 3¢07TS;200 2,062,000 2,634,000} $ 3,032,000 
%, chains to total ssssecs, 20,1 31.0 23.5 25.0 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and 
Eating Places - 
CEene teas cc dees 4 pea eae it 6 5 D 
Stores (maximum) ...cesecese 3h 25 28 51 
Chain Gales .sesssecesesses | $ 1,215,000 |S 691,500 728,200} $ 797,400 
Total sales cucesseseseveee | $ 10,135,000 ]$ 5,220,000 1$ 7,000,000] $ 7,406,000 


oad 


My ensins to total. 4 ,.vess+% 12.0 13.3 10.4 10.8 
rug Stores - 
Chains @egqeosrsaeceaeoeeeo ese 4 3 3 3 


Stores (maximum) ..csceoeee Saba) . 39 OL ho 
Glisin GRIGG ¢sissscacciscse | 2,082,500 19 1,367,900 | 2,008,900} $ 2,225,400 
Total BALES srcsccceccsscae: |S 6,530,400 18 4,454,000 5,666, 000 | $ 6,302,000 
Mecheing tO COLE sissies es 3 30.8 | Dp rs, 35.3 


« 
pReRRENES YG RETn DRL NeRN A ok A BITES Riis Cone una Ls ian eialties Ua ein Na oot MR Ls sb le ae 


Note:--In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


(Final Report) 


Final corpilations for the Census of Merchandising and Service Estab- 

lishments, 1941, show that there were 11,255 retail stores in British Columbia in 8 
the Census yéar and that these had annual sales of $309,572,600, including $29,093,900 
worth of instalment business. These stores required the services of 33,569 employees 
including 25,649 persons engaged on a full-time basis and 7,920 persons on a part-time 
basis. In addition, there were 10,658 proprietors who devoted the major portion of 
their time to the management of their retail businesses. Salaries and wages paid to 
employees during the year amounted to $50,964,000; inventories on hand at the end of 
the year (exclusive of chain warehouse inventories) were valued at $44,958,000, while 
accounts outstanding on retailers’ books on the same date were valued at $19,514,400. 


The Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments forms part of the 
Decennial vCensus of 1941 and is the second complete survey of retail trade to be taken 
in Canada. ‘the previous census related to the year 1930 when retail sales in british 
Columbia were valued at $248,597,500. Doller sales in 1941 were 24.5 per cent higher 
than in the earlier period. 


The scope of the 1941 Census of Merchandising varied slightly from that 
of 1930, figures for the earlier year including certain minor types of business not 
, included in the regular retail tables of the 1941 Census. The types of business 
omitted in 1941 consist chiefly of producer-distributors of milk products and certain 
agencies having no established place of busimess. On excluding figures for these types 
from the 1930 totals, an increase of 22 per cent is recorded in the number of retail 
outlets while the increase in dollar volume of business was 30.6 per cent. 


Size of business 


Retail stores range widely in the scale of their operations as measured 
in terms of the annual volume of business transacted. An analysis of the 11,253 
retail stores operating in Hritish VColumbia in 1941 shows that 28 per cent of these 
stores had annual sales of less than $5,000 each and that these accounted for only 
2.6 per cent of the total dollar volume of business transacted by all stores. On 
the other hand, there were 412 stores or slightly less than 4 per cent of the total 
number of retail outlets that had annual sales of $100,000 or over and these accounted 


a ee | o- . . 2 . © 
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for nearly 46 per cent of the total annual retail business. 


The nonehanatanuh census was taken by mail, the mailing lists for 
the project having been prepared by the population census enumerators who were. 
instructed to list the name and address of each business establishment in their 
respective enumeration areas including those retail firms which commenced opera- 
tions between the beginning of the year and the census date. The inclusion of 
part-year reports from such firms is a factor to be considered in the interpre- 
tation of the analysis of retail stores according to sales volume. 


: Personnel. 


Each firm was asked to report the average number of paid employees 
required to carry on business during the year, separate figures to be given for 
male and fer female employees and a distinction to be made btween those employees 
on a full-time and on a part-time basis. Data were aiso secured relating to 
annual payroll and to the number of proprietors who took an active part in the 
Ianagement of their retail business. 


Answers to these inquiries show a totel of 44,227 persons engaged, 
either full-time or part-time, in retail merchandising in 1941. Included in these 
totals are 16,496 full-time male and 9,153 full-time female employees to whom 
$o8 361,200 was paid in salaries and wages during the year. included also in the 


totals are 3,791 part-time male and 4,129 part-time female employees with an annual 


payroll of $2,602,800. The third-component included in the totals consists of 


active proprietors of whom there were 10,658 including 9,066 male and 1,592 female - 


persons o 


An analysis of the retail stores of the province, according to the 
number of paid employees in each store, indicates that there were 4,482 stores 
or slightly less than 40 per cent of the total mumber in which there were no 
employees, the operations of these retail outlets being carried on by the pro- 
prietors alone. Nearly 22 per cent of the total stores each had one employee, 
i5 per cent had two employees, 7 per cent had three employees, and about enother 
5 per cent had four employees esch. vhere were 1,496 stores each with 5 or more 
employees. ‘this group comprised 13.3 per cent of the total number of stores, 
included 70.5 per cent of the total number of employees, paid out 75.9 per cent 
of the total annual ebilagie and transacted 60.6 per cent of the total volume of 
retail business. 


Gash, Uredit and instalment Sales 


All stores were not able to report the proportions of their total 
business trensacted on cash and credit bases. information on cash and credit 
sales secured from 8,240 stores which accounted for 87 per cent of the total 
volume of retail business indicated that credit sales (including instalment sales) 
formed 32.1 per cent of the total annual turnover while 67.9 per cent of the 
business was transacted on a cash basis. Assuming that the proportions of cash 
and credit sales were similar for the reporting and non-reporting stores, the 
total volume of retail credit business may be estimated at $99,372,800 in 1941, 
Ratios of credit to total sales for stores classified broadly according to kind 
of business stand at 27.1 per cent for food stores, 42.6 per cent for country 
general stores, 26.7 per cent for the general merchandise group consisting 
chiefly. of department and general merchandise-.stores with a ratio of 29.2 per 
cent, and variety stores in which credit sales are practically "nil". Kkatios | 


of credit to total sales for other groups stand at 535.8 per cent for the automotive 
group, 19.1 per cent for the apparel group, 58.5 per cent for the building materials 


nae 


group, 65.1 per cent for the furniture=--household--radio SrOnP eae pes 5 per cent 
for the “other retail stores" group. 

Included in the total credit business were instalment sales re~ 
ported at $29,093,900, or 9.4 per cent of the total volume of retail sales. Firms 
were instructed to include in the instalment sales reported the total voiume of 
goods sold on the instalment plan including the down payment, the value of any trade 
ins accepted as part payment in addition to the amount of the original unpaid balance. 
All instalment sales were to be reported irrespective of whether the paper was dis- 
counted with a finance company or carried on the retailers’ own books. 


Almost 48 per cent of the total volume of instalment business 
was reported by mtor vehicle dealers whose instalment sales totalled $13,892,700 


or 39.3 per cent of the total annual sales for this classification. instalment sales 


in department stores amounted to $3,621,100; stores specializing in furniture, house- 
hoid appliances, radios and musical Hei vii or a combination of these items had 
instalment sales of $6,050,000, while stores specializing in men's or women's apparel 
reported time~payment sales of $2,004,200. 


= 


Types of Operation 


in addition to being classified according to kind of business 
each store was assigned to a type of operation, depending chiefly upon whether the 
store was independently owned and operated or whether it belonged to a chain company 
or some other multiple form of organization. 
[ The 11,253 retail stores operating in sritish Columbia in 1941 
were comprised of 10,405 independent stores whose sales formed 78.4 per cent of the 
total retail trade, 767 units of chain companies which accounted for 20.8 per cent 
of the-total retail sales and 81 stores assigned to other types and accounting for 
the remaining 0.8 per cent of the total trade. 


The ratio of chain to total sales was practically unchanged 

in 1941 from 1930, chains accounting for 19.8 per cent of the total trade in 1950 
compared with 20.8 per cent in the more recent period. Comparative ratios for the 
two years for some of the lines of business in which chains are of more importance 
(ratios for 1930 in brackets) are as follows: Grocery stores, 16.9 per cent (21.9 
per cent); combination stores, 66.9 per cent (359.4 per cent); variety stores, 90.5 
per cent (98.2 per cent); men’s and boys' clothing and furnishings stores, 704% per 
cent (8.4 per cent}; shoe stores, 24.5 per cent (20.7 per cent); r detalii 10.0 
per cent (12.7 per cent). 


' For census purposes chains are taken to include all retail 
organizations operating four or more retail stores exclusive only of department. 
stores. All department stores are classified as independents. The chain figures 
do not include the so-called voluntary chains comprised of independant stores 
grouped for buying or advertising purposes. There were $97 independent stores in~ 
these voluntary chains in 1941 whose sales formed 3.6 per cent of the total trade. 
In 1950 there were 157 voluntary chain units in og Bat ae and their sales formed 
1.4 per cent of the total. 
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Table 1.=~Comparison of Stores and Sales for 1950 and 1941 


aera cerns 


by Kind-of=Business Groups end for Selected Kinds of Business 


TMhtal, All Stores sssece 500. 


307,704,700 | + 30.6 _ 


ih 124 J 
Total, Comparable Stores be ust 95161 Sapte 197 eee 518,900 | 
Food Group soni or ao A 3,818 | 


74.9 


Candy and confectionery stores. 6,066,200 | + 29.1 
Grocery stores (without fresh 

MOEAE) costvcvocsesaovvsecgcsoe |] “1,005 19,977,500 26,098,400 1 + 30.6 
Combination stores (groceries 

GAG Meats) > sivaisie nes v0 Helmmds 6,510,400 19,248,700 | +205.0 
Meat markets (including sea oe 

BG Cab enendty atiacavelianityraastoi dot of HO 10,908,200 - 10.9 


9,721,100 


(1) Excludes milk dealers, farm implement agents and grain elevetors. 


= 5D = 


Table 1.“-Comparison ef Stores and Sales for 1930 and 1941 
by Kind of Business Groups and for Selected Kinds of Business=-{Conel’d 


1930 1941 


Country General Stores ooo. | Tid oh peel 15,348,500 | 16,05” + 4,6 
General Merchandise Group .|.__245 | 6 1 48,167,100 | S35 + 11.2 
Department stores and mail-order 
offices O79 OR CHOMOHOVOHRTDOQOVOHHX DO f 58,831 ,900 44,379,300 m2 14.3 
Variety stores go0010'O 0 OO 000 606 00 9 3,640,000 4,598,700 vv £6.08 
Automotive Group nein Tee | + 59,0 
Motor vehicle dealers sosscncone 121,296,000 |. 35,382,100] + 66.1 
Garages 3° CIE: DE ao ee eee ae 5,607,200 55701, 700 oh ere 
Filling stat ions 9oqgqngoeF ooOdg0ngnXN O04 OB a 9260, 1.00 } Li 7114 > 700 4107 ot 


Apparel Group ooo ; ecoo00neo0 L 280 E 700 s 


Men's and boys’ clothing and 


furnishings Stores. oecevaoobes (b) 
Family clothing stores coscscece 4,856,600 | +165.7 
Women’s apparel and accessories 

SE TEe eR oly vid 3 ES Sines eheenaio Ae 816 gt | 10,279,900 | + 67.5 


Shoe stores ono gc ow oo OO OHO oa Oo oO 8 3,749,100 


Building Materials Group .. 113,969,500 | + 12.3 
Hardware, Stores! fo civ. orclowo.c0 0b 60 4,927.600 +11 52 
Lumber and building materials .. 5,264,800 | + 32.7 

Furniture=-Household==- 

Radio Group sococccc0e000 | 1+ 41.6 

Puri ime SLOTEE: asewic-cukecmats obs 4 € 5456 , 800 5,453,000 | +122.0 
Household appliance or redio 

dealers 00000000900000000000000 4,852,500 4,922, 700. + 1.9 

Restaurant Group occocceconn + 48,0 

Other Retail Stores eoccooe = 5 606 
Drug stores Be Ue Neen. ce Soe eee 6,530,400 “3 26.7 
Jewellery stores coeovocecs0c000 2,668,200 + 46.0 
Tobacco stores and stands oooece 2,900,800 + 21.9 

. Second-Hand Group ooa002000 1,406,400 me 1.8 


{ 


(b}) Less than .05 per cent. 


| Stocks on 


{1} Ineluded in this figure are meat sales of $4,651,000, 


hand, end of. 
Kind of business - year 
A. bl Manteha ee Ne CRMC Mint nies iat cost) _ 
_ (1942. : 000 
: St onlay aes B 44,958, 
lo Total, All Stores (acbbas... 45, |42,055,300_ 
Re Food Group coocrocccco oes aowonsoovbne 498445000 
So Bakery products sf0Ores voucoechscsoonwheee 1,302,800 53,800 
Candy and confectionery stores -- 

4 5 Candy > nut STOPES coccadosdosoogborocoon 305 , 700 17,100. 
5 Confectionery StOTES soccosnsocovast ote 55760 ,500 500,000 
Dairy products dealers -- nines 
66 Dairy products SUOTES |b Me anon base oo Cote 6 1,262,100 20,800 
(a Hees ‘ana poultry stores as dobaeesson ada 396 , 800 17,000 
8. Milk dealers ccdovodoncoddsoe sb 00000006 1,525,200 13,700 
9, Fruit and vegetable SCOPES oovovedos00s006 3,244,509 190,300 
10. Grocery stores (without fresh meat) oovosea 26 5,098,400 25882,3500 
ll. Combination stores (groceries and meats) « 19,248, 7001 | 849,800 

Meat markets (including sea foods) == : 
a5 Meat markets cosgaccsccceans0n edn 00an 9,121,900 - 219,700 
136 Fish marketS coccovencocoo ove v0 a0 eee one 599,200 20 ,800 
Other food stores == 
14. CAGE©FEPS) oovoocdiosonoonsgnobooshaonnoseod 38, 100 1,600 
15. Coffee, tea and spice stores socvccescce 107,100 21,400 
16 5 Delicatessen sStoreS soaccvvnpvev0s0se000 992,100 27,800 
Li? Food stores with non-food departments oc 
18. Other food Stores ocooerovgevsss0000gb006 69,100 7,900 
19. Colintry General Stores ccoscccsnocoes 3,559,600 
20 General Merchandise Group occccecccesce 9,861,500 
21. Department stores and mail order houses or | 
OFTICES aneovesoegnveesoogcsysaugpoooveso 44 5379 ,300 7,929,900 
22, General merchandise and dry goods stores .« 4,567,800 1,249,500 
Bon Variety SCOTES cosvvrvcevoosensoovgdsonacve 4,598,700 682,100 
24. Automotive Group covccscessv0cc000000 0319593600 5,005 ,800 
Motor vehicle dealers -~ 
23-6 Automobile dealers oocooces000n 00900 K000 19,635,000 25914,400 
26 0 Automobile dealers with wholesale car 
departments COCOTOOCOOSHOOBHOOCTOMOOE 12,755,700 1,442,100 
27 « Automobile dealers with farm implements. 1,559,000 135,800 
eos Used Car dealers ccoovescocoacsop sob dane. 15,432,400 176,700 
29. Accessory, tire and battery shops concoooe 1,516 ,200 187,800 
GO_-GATAZOS soo eed veneve cou deer eres ere eee ' $5701, 700 3695200 
TSLs Filling stations 2090000990000 9900000000006 11,114, 700 


448,800 


Table 2.-=Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of business 


Full-time employees —_ 
Salaries 


9,066 
2806 | dies 
3,085 | __ 602 | 5,086 | 1,119 | | _ 9435 | 600 | Bo 
1535700 | | 26 | Bo 
55,000 | - | 400 4. 
. 244,200 | a | ib Be 
192,700 | 6 o 
9,600 | 3 5 | 7. 
254,100 | | Bo 
125,700 7 9, 
1,100,500 | | 10. 
1,116,700 | | L, pao 
646,600 | 285 | : nl |e. 
41,900 f 13. 
3,400 | 14. 
5,600 ] = | 15. 
55 9 600 Pes ‘ 16 o 
17. 
18. 
lL. 96 | ._ -79,600-] .19. 
|.1,908 | 969,900 | . 20. 
5,425,700 Sis Bin 
424,300 | Pee 
429,700. | 23. 
5,069,100 |. 44 er 4 ave. 24. 
1,919,700 | 25. 
1,288,500 | 26. 
: 27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


Sl. 


| Number | 
Kind of Business at «ail 
Stores | 
Automotive Group=-(Cont'd) 
Other automotive establishments -- 
ly \Motorcyele dealers .5 ch cs ecsivcsscie oteisislec cee 5 | 
2. Motorcycle and bicycle dealers -..eccsceccees 4 | 
oS» Boats, motorboats, canoes, yachts .....csce| 2) 
4. Boats (gas, oil, accessories and rapairs) .| 12 
De APPere] BrOUp chica « oe alas violate slelsile siete Lipueo 
Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings 
stores 
6. Men's clothing or clothing and furnish- 
LUGS IS TGLES bc cie ats om bes clcseceenweneec 139 
7, Men's. furnishings stores 4...... sighs wlelaw v2 0 41 
8. Men's hat stores seccecessccscscscversscveec 
9, Custom tailors and made-to-measure 
CLOG An oh uturaiale slecy Sabalenteatmiahe Monts ornate spre 151% 
10. Family clothing stores covcsccerceceseocoee av k 
Women's apparel and accessories stores -- 
11. Women's ready-to-wear Stores seccccoevcevece 293 
12. Hosiery, lingerie and accessories stores .. 42} 
1S. Millinery storesm «cs «losis se »- Phy Peele aceeciale boi 
a4. Purriers=—fur shops |< .pescss0ene cee degiecs ss on 
15. dnfants' and jchildren"s wear stores ..s...<s Zo 
18. Other women's. apparel Stores 46 ccistesiss 00s 101 
Shoe Stores == 
7 «.. Meri, Shoe SUOMES soi, niu olbiep oi8ie a's lela oisine's oe 
18. Women's shoe Stores cclesscncscascesce e ersieg 6 
EO. Femidae shoe StOKES, b's sje oissic.s ss 60 cists osieioines.c 132 
20. Building Materials Group sc.coscesses 467 
Hardware Stores== 
Gl. Hardware SUtOPES crcccccescossscvescccssoces 197 
22. Hardware and farm implements ..cccccsescoce 4 
Lumber and building material dealers -- 
foe Lumber and buliding: maberial si: o.. «js els «ne 109 
24. Lumber and building materials, coal and 
WOO coowcepeesccvessecsvceseseccsesces 16 
25. Dther building maverialle sua sessWaeces sic « 14 
26. Electrical supply stores) occccsesitscivesese 45 
27. Heating and plumbing equipment dealers ..o. 48 
28. Paint, glass and wallpaper stores soessecce 34 
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Table 2.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of Business--(Cont'd. ) 


81,900 
20:,200 


122 ,800 


125,254,700 


| 4,309,100 


416,300 
132,500 


ty Sil 200 
| 4,856,600 


| 7,522,800 


638, 900 
468 ,600 


| 1,087,300 | 


229,000 


333,300 


174,700 


ATT ,200 
| 3,097,200 


113,969,500 | 


4,790,600 
137,000 


4,193,700 


1,041,100 
1,944,800 
462,100 
827 ,300 
572,900 


Stocks on 
hand, end of 


year 
at cost: 


$ 


10,300 
6,800 


13,900 


7,738,000 


1,582,300 
217,800 


57 4800 - 


212,100 
2,020,900 


1,545,200 
150,200 
51,200 
406,300 
81,400 
90,400 


79 ,000 
87,300 
1,156,100 
2,694,100 
1,693,500 
41,000 


433,200 


104,500 
87,200 
89,000 

101,200 

144,500 
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Table 2.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of RBusiness=-(Cont'd) 


ane 


Employment and Wage Facts 


HBOS TR Na Full-time employees Part-time employees _ 

| | | Salaries | Salaries | 

Male Female ica aoe lUdadlatabies | Maile | rouge | and Wages | 

Pr oe 
4 8 | 1} 10,600 | ap ae wit 600 | 1. 
4 Wele’) Ge ) 1,000 2 ieee 000 i Beis 
: Wee 
15 6 | 10 THOOO | a Beas ~ 700 | 4. 
673 369 UeOUSe| 1/232 2,592,300 | 348 | 604 | 288,600 | 5. 

yee 4 2) EC ak A 2 Tal Re ects Be pe enia ee : 

| | | 

| i 
126 ae 248 20) |\ 4er,600 | 91 | 30 | 39,600 | 6. 
a 1 29 Gx 32,400 | 12 1 BOO Hl 
5 f 10 & 13 ,800 nib by Haase: 3,100 | 8. 
154 4 118 44 1 187,900 48 | 33 | Leal 9. 
81 8 193 Bri. 60S ,800! | 4g | 103 | 39,400 | 10. 
94 Tot, By 107 639 | 765,500 | 16 275 86,000 { 1l. 
6 ae a 5 67 1 40,400 | at 23 9,600 | 12. 
12) 46- h} 16 32 | 37,400 | 6 | 40 | 13,100 | 13. 
19 2 35 67 |] 130,200 | | 26 | 9,300 | 14. 
10 24 3 ila 8,800 . 6 | 1,600 | 15. 
2621] 83 16 38 | 35,000 | 2 31 | 10,200 | 16. 
6 - 10 = | 21,800 4 . 1,300] 17. 
ae “ 25 7 | . 46,000 TTK| she 7,000 | 18. 
Bg | 5 198 50 | 336,700 | 93 | 35 | 29,8001 19. 
384 | | 1,361,600 | | un LOR LOW || 20s 
170 | 402 ,600 20509 M216 
1 | 12,600 600 | 22. 
72 424 ,000 | 37,600 | 23. 
4 | 71,100 23,000] 24. 
8 | 219,100 | 1,800} 25. 
47 | 50,100 | 10,200! 26. 
43 ! 107,300 | 10,600 | 27. 


29 74,800 | 7,400} 28, 
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Tabie 2. =~Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of Business=~(Cont'd) 


[stocks come 


wes oe hand, end of 
Kind of Business of year 
Stores / 
en WY Sam en OM arene ecese nee ee Veet ai (GOs 
$ 
ay Furniture-~Household=--Radio Group’ ecco } 367 3,029,700 
Furniture stores «= n 
ae Furniturs Stores dececsewensvosepssoseccs 127 } 5,514,000 | 1,295,400 
Se Purnibure andsunder ca cers . ds csieleis sis eels ole ere 4 | 139,300 | 47 ,300 
Household: appliance or radio dealers ~-= | 
4... Household appliance “stores igecedada seu wesc 66 | 2,355,500 | 420,300 
Ds Household appliance stores with radios cee §1 1,924,500 582,100 
Radio and music stores =~ 
Bie Radio specialty SDOresS seccce co ese swwcwe 28 182,200 | 43,700 
V¢ Radio and musiees ores |. wsisicceeesbie 9 sis 0 ¢ 5 | 342,100 89,100 
8. Piano and music stores sesecceccecascoee| ‘ae 118,400 } 45,700 
Other home furnishings and appliance stores -4 
Dy ANGIQUE SHOPS ecewaascsccrnoacctss obeennce a9 Cuepouu 188 ,700 
AMCs China, glassware, kitchenware stores eee» 18 362,, 500 95,200 
ll. Floor coverings, curtains, interior ' 
GOCOreT ONS: da aae Os sees bee heat bs nein ee Ry 449,100 LOT S109 
Low Pictures and picture framing anes ve sills 11 51,200 25,600 
13. Other home furnishings stores ‘sc.sccosepac 4 wie 11,500 
14, Restaurant Group) odsaecsiceco 04040 o0l08-0 962 115,000,300 434,700 
15.. Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places e. 664 {11,913,500 | 302,100 
16. Eating places with other merchandise ».eevco 250 2,810,800 | 124,700 
17. Refreshment booths and stands ceesercssercce 48 276,000) | Lge00 
18. Other Retail SHOTES ap dosaacpecesvcuce | Lgdae |49,4515,000 | 7,145,500 
Peo. barn implement, dedlers vases ace on oe 4s wes claret 20 542 , 700 ligt OO 
Feed stores == 
2 Ole Feed stores (flour, feed, grain, seed) oo 73) 
ae Farmers! Supply, Storer isa wesc ss ghee oro lelere Sf S575 4500 336,300 
S20} HAYNESS, SHOPS oa wcetscodoeseduceuess es ees cee 8 5 | 51,500" 2,000 
Zo tiBook eandigteationery ISLOres sds)as eslceue 4b ete ole aia 948,100 | -280 ,700 
Coal and wood yards (ice dealers) -=- . 
24.6 Coal and wood yards (including ice) ecco 259 4,297,200 230,900 
20-6 Ice dealers: ss.snoeacie se +0 ssip ce nace ss vise 5 Ely 467 ,000 26,900 
Drug stores~= 
26. Drug stores without soda fountain cecceoe 228 5,895,800 1,578 ,600 
ele Drug stores “with soda fountain eecsresceecs AT 2,004 5200 460,600 
BOo} PLOFISLS: suet wns oe dd heed oe ss dein ainda sa owe leet a7 700 , 800 43,600 
29 Gifts, novelty and. souvenir shops <assessiscen) ' 70 499 ,300 220,900 
50. Camera and photographic supply stores eccoee 14 | 568 ,300 142,200 
Oa.) CONST Ley: BUOVSH jas) Jai cles eaadeaia tase eu seo 154 | 3,895,400 1,341,300 
52. Luggage and leather goods stores ccaccoccecocece 10 195 ,400 58,300 
35, Musical instrument stores (without radios or q 
PUENGSY "yew Arum jee wee ae we sew alre ore U5 181,800 | 1 Te 5ye0o 
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Table 2.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of Business-~(Cont'd) 


Proprietors 


539,500 | 39 ! 1 L000 at 226 
20,300 | 1 1 | 400 | 3. 
442,300 } 18 5 | 7,400 | 4. 
263 ,900 20 6 | 9,300 | 5, 
11,000 h 2 | b4800. .|)6. 
65,500 Pe ait - 15000) (| 70 
19 ,000 4 | > bat 25.200) | [%8, 
24,600 | z 3 2,500 9. 
53 ,800 ye 6 | 5,200 | 10. 
68,800 | eri 5 Digi at Ly 6 
5,400 1 2 300°7| 12. 
2,300 Puaels 1 400 || 13. 


2,510,500 ia 
2,142,000 152,900 | 15. 
348 , 900 5S. 700.0 L6y 
19,600 23,800 |17. 

|. 4,083,000 335,200 | 18. 
32,400 119. 
20. 

255,200 Py 
1,400 aoe 
161,600 | 23. 
540,500 24. 
153,500 | 25. 
643 ,400 26. 
252,300 2. 
83,800 | 28. 
45,000 | 29. 
86,100 30. 
530,100 31. 
18,400 32 

27 ,300 33. 
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Table 2.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of Business--(Cont'd) 


Kind of Business 


Other Retail Stores-~Cont'd) 


NewsdealersS wvecececcceccccceccccsevesccescvcs 
Newsdealers and smallwares ceccceccscvcccnces 
Office, store and school furniture, equipment 
and supplies =- 
Office, store and school furniture, equipment 
ANG .SUPPLLSS .cesicvccevesveeeeveseecerseee 
Office and store appliance dealers, 24 ....s 6s 
Opticians and Optometrists sssecesesncrscvsiae 
Sporting goods stores -+ 
Bleycle specialty SHOpPS( s«..e~«ssiswap wise ceebeles 
Other epecial ty shops. « sleiv.esia.cke alsteteia eis «6.6 ie otetr 


Sporting £0008 SCOPES, is sic s:010 41ebje.a.eles » 0.0 010 sp «5 6 


Scientific andimedical tmstrumenvs’ .ccccce cove 
TOBACCO Ss Toress Andie SCANS plcisic mi cheetestels else etsiete 


Liquor stores ceosoeoeoeevonvnevnoo0e ge @GCHeGe2HFCHHHK OH GOD |] 


Patent medicines, pertumes,- ©xXcracts .<.s 6 cs. 
Misceldeneous kitids of bUSaness GOEL Riki oe eet 


Second=Hand Group e@oeee2n 0000000009000 05909 


Automobile parts and acc@Ssories s...csscccccce 
BOOK SUGTGS fh assess dee. 6 6 sw swe esis persis ele visielein's 
Clothing and) shoe stores! %. . sels clessweleosisls oe ole 
FUrTILUULE SUNOS. '\s snake's wie oe's s wixin's «piece ele'e a etree 
Aljsroeher jsecond-hand stores .h lash citih sos aise 


Sales, 


383 ,000] 


330,700] 
1,637,600 
662,900) 


389,800 
15,600] 

621,500} 
15,700] 
3,520,100) 

15,830,600 


217,100 


1,448,400] 
| 1,380,500 


207 ,700| 
59,300] 


265,800 
401,900 


445,800] 


Stocks on 
hand, end of 


year 


(At cost 


39,600 


83 ,500 
504,600 
IOna00 


99,800 
2,400 
205,200 
3,600 
342,500 
570,100 
51,200 
447 ,500 


345,100 


49,800 
21,200 
63 ,500 
85,800 
124 ,800 
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Table 2.~-Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Kinds of Business--(Concl'd) 


56 ,500 1,600 


14 396,100 5,100 | 4. 
44 102,100 900 | 5. 
62 58,100 25400 | 6.6 
6 - = 7. 
23 53,700 1,900 | 8. 
é 800 - Go 

O14 162,600 24,200 | 10. 

= £95,500 86,000 } ll. 

35 11,100 1,300 |} 12. 

82 152 500 10,600 | 15. 

7,900 | 14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 


39 5400 


ommereee 


lo 


Total, AB Stores: Voscaete de aceusse | diaeoe 309,573 455 269 
Zo Per cent of total stores and sales. | 100.0 | 100.0 | 4.0 J O.1 
Do Food Group P0D0DC0oC0o0OoODoOoOeoOKoeooOoOoaaoOa oO Hao COO 8 __ 9,818 Ee 69,472 eal _78 
4, Bakery products stores cscdocgocccceosoue (x) 
5. Candy and confectionery stores ooccoccc0. | 33 
60 Dairy products dealers obe6¢go000 ce soneses (x) 
7. Fruit and vegetable storeS oocccescccccce (x) 
8. Grocery stores. (without fresh meat) ...00 35 
9, Combination stores (groceries and meats). | = 
10. Meat markets (including sea foods) ooococe (x) 
ll. Other food Stores ooccscsoGsscporconeoode (x) 
12. Country General Stores occocccecccce L. x 
13 General Merchandise Group occocogoo |. x 
14. Department stores and mail-order houses 
or offices ooeco 090CO0O0000 00 0GCLEZ2 0000 COD at 
15. General merchandise and dry goods stores. (x) 
16. Variety stores cococoscccevevergev0c000006 | i 
4 hy Pe Automotive Group o000000Cd0 00 0006000 RAED ») 19 
18. Motor vehicle dealers ooccecocvvecvcds00000 | fe 
19, Accessory, tire and battery shops cooccce 1 
20. Garages ec©oo0ooaagaeoeoocogooeooeenao ceo oegocaooecaooo”o0 3 
eae Filling stations COX7L7GLOLODO0000200000000000 f Lo 
22. Other automotive establishments ....0.00000 i 
Bos Apparel Group Sve OMAR ERT aS 6 balepeee Poo 38 
24, Men’s and boys’ clothing and furnishings 
stores ©ed0ooo0ocooocoono doacoecnceecodconoeeoanosaoo0 0 a 
200 Family clothing stores cecocccccvcs000+00 (x) 
26. Women’s apparel and accessories stores .o. 24 
27 9 Shoe stores ecooooon20g000 oOg0DKDGAG00090000 009090 00 (x) 
28. Building Materials Group ooeccocoope 9 
29> Hardware’ SLOTGE «scecousmoeoaeca ces coe owes 201 4,928 A (x) 
30. Lumber and building material dealers ....]. 125 55205) 1 (x) 
Sls Other building waeterials <ccusscuuscascen 141 3,807 12 (x) 


- jJ4 = 


Table 5 .-~Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Busines 
(Sales are shown in thousands of dollars) 


a ee a ee a a 


TOTALS Less than 


2 ‘ i : Ss 61 »000 
Kind of Business Nantes Wiper 
of Sales of Sales 
EOD oe ee ae ee See eee bores: ; Stores 
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Table 5.~~Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Business 


An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
ST eLeP EAH Me) FMLA ASAE LM we AGI e RD eh 


~ $1,000- $2,000= §5 , 000 | $10,000- 
$1,999 4.999 4 b9,999 $19,999 


Number Number | Number 
of Sales of Sales 
Stores j_ Stores _ aR. 
665 17,380 2,447 34,0935 Lp 
D9 pa Ob ee eed 2° 
12 540 {4, 
8&8 2,026 Do 
o ove | 6. 
7. 857 7 
79 5,691 i 8. 
ack: 480 9. 
5 2,670 10. 
4 209 Eve 
tere) Be BSdorn ne | YA. 
ii ete e re eer ee horeree ns hao 
UL 
55 
4 
9 
41 
1 
88 
28 
' 56 
4 
15 


le 
Bo 


Bo 


4. 
So 
60 
7.6 
8. 
9o 
10. 
pew 


12. 
13. 
14. 


i5. 
16. 


17 » 


18. 
19. 
204 
oe 
226 


256 
24. 
£5 6 
26. 
27 0 
280 
296 


30 o 
Sl. 
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Table 3.=-Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Business--(Cont "d) 


{Sales are shown in thousands of dollars } 


Kind of Business 


Total, All Stores FG Bie Gd: Oth wr eke wie woes 4 
Per cent of total stores and salés. |) 10.8 | 904 


= a 
Food Group SoeCoXxLOHHOHOHOAHDOHxXOOCHBOCDOU 


Bakery products Stores ccoesscoveccs000000 


Candy and confectionery stores ceocococvcce 
Dai ry products dealers ossssdccsnvessogore 
Fruit and vegetable stores voscevesacngsce 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat) cooooe 
Combination stores (groceries and meats) . 
Meat markets (including sea foods) occcoo. 
Other, food stores asaossuecdsesecvcascssess 


Country General Stores SsSeoaonecoecaogcoo000n0 | 


General Merchandise Group oeccvoccvccce | 


Department stores and mail-order houses 
OPiOLLICeS ores sas beers qen a soeeaenne 

General merchandise and dry goods stores » 

Variety Stores oovocencax00pc0000000000000 


Automotive Group ecocovsseccvcscccveen | 


Noter’ vehicie dealers icciuh.s od seross eleioie am ete 


Accessery, tire and battery shops ococeces | 
Garages SOC CHWFSHA SOU 5S OOH L Fen eile see os v0 go 4 


Filling stations scvavesanbsvacdtonvs seve cee a 


Other automotive establishments ecovsccecce 


Apparel Group Pee ee ee I ee es 


Men‘s and boys’ clothing end furnishings 
stores SCceoeps,ooonocsogosHsngruaovvH790 6905000 


Family clothing StOreas ceovovcanvs0ceec0d00e 


Women’s apparel and accessories stores ooo 


Shoe stores SCLC HCAOTHOOCOHHBODOCOHECHOLO000000 


Building Materials Group eoevdaoococesg | 


Hardware stores 02990000909096200000060020000 
Lumber and building material dealers o.oo. 
Other building materiais Coons eoooOLC OOOOH ON 


$20, 000= $30,000= 
et Geen eet 5 ____ 49,999 
Number - Number 
of of Sales 


Stores Stores 


36,669 
mde’ 


112269 


(x) 
(x) 
BAL 
634 
5,895 
1,815 
2,007 
153 


23028 


35 857 28 | 1,037 
22 526 22 840 
16. ||? dgs6 (1 Phe 478 


An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
wwopsrations, but these are included in the totals. 


~ $50,000-  $100,000= #200, 000- ~ $500,000 
P29 2999 | $199 5999 __ $499 999 _____—sior over 


Number Number Number Number 
gahaege of of | Sales of 
Stores |. eer | Stores 36 | pvores: |. | Stores 


625 41,872 1. 
coe 228 cy 15.29 aa ne Loh a a pe ee ae Zo 
141 Do 
a = 4.5 
rz) D6 

6 6. 
2 76 
65 8. 
47 9% 
19 10, 
= 11. 
02 | 323 
2E 13. 
4a 14. 
10 15. 
8 16. 
87 17. 
ol 18. 
7 19. 
15 20. 
14 210 
ad aie 
74 25 6 
£7. 24. 
10 25 © 
Heys) 26. 
14 27.6 
49 28. 
21 29. 
20 30. 
3 Sl. 
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Table 3 .“-Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Business=— Cont *d 
(Sales are shown in thousands of dollars) 


Less “than 
ae ele) 
Kind of Business ees 
Sales 
Per 


Furnd ture yGtOKe 6 cowe dciels oinid edppeiyiere clae's Mateos (x) 
Household appliance or radio dealers ooose : (x) 
Other home furnishings and appliance 
StOTES covovcccsecssocsnrscveseeccn 9 5 
Restaurant Group occececevcvcvcvcceccce | 41 25 
Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places 664 |} 11,914 ie) 14 
Eating places with other merchandise .oocoo 250 2,811 Li (x) 
Refreshment booths and, standS cocccceccecce (x) 
Other Retail? (Stores | His tv.es se eleleds wale l 54 
Farm implement dealers cocesosecccccvcdoece (x) 
Feed Stores oi; Woevircs ave ct Gavacseaeie] nak (x) 
Kook ‘and sta tionery stores! twitis's Wieew ees (x) 
Coal and wood yards (ice dealers) coccssoe 9 
DEUS Store si OU cH eke. OV SEVER eeu hee ss (x) 
FVOTLSUS (bald s oe he edd sid deww he a@aa Oe Me ede eee 3 
Jewellery StOrems oececeesebhmssewcesiss eset 1 
Office, store and school furniture, equip- 

Men QU. SUPDLLOS Ves set oases Va aaa es | (x) 
Tobacco stores Gnd stands sonesecccvesvvece 18 
hiquor’ StOrES) » sic os sede ore eb 6 Bea 8 eu dhe oe owe 4 = 
Miscellaneous kinds of business ococsececce 18 

Second=HandyGroup’’. veaewlas #5 adelae ace 8S 29 
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Table 3.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Business--(Cont'd 


An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
ee eeeoperstions, but these are included in the totals. _ 


~ $1,000- 
#1 999 


’ Number 
of Sales 
Stores 


ey a a ar Sa A an en oe 


$10,000- 


Kind of Business 


Furniture--~Household=~Radio Group 


Furniture stores eocosvg ooec oo ecov0eog0g0 ceo oOo Coo O89 
Household appliance or radio dealers occ. 
Other home furnishings and appliance 


stores eogogaoacooovdv,o eo 3ece0oO0gcCGC oO Ogaoaon GC ooaD oO 000 
Restaurant Group «sscessrecaoosgod 


Restaurants, cafeterias and eating places 
Eating places with other merchandise oc. 
Refreshment booths and stands oececescccce 


Other Retail Stores ec2eec0r0000000 


Farm implement dealers soovecocccecccccce 
Feed StOTes, occas vsnsovewvyvorroeseeeeegeen 
Book and stationery stores covovccrcccce ss 
Coal and wood yards (ice dealers) cooccce 
DPUZ STOVES. aesgic ons denes ge vgie py olesgowse os 
FLOVLists cowocrdroeeoucooesevcceoenageneoe 
Jewellery StOres ano 00 04 edo e109, 0'0 5 ole © a.910'0 6 
Office, store and school furniture, equip- 
ment and supplies ocveseseavss00ds o,0000 
Tobaceo stores and) stands ovssecoredosooes 
Liquor StOTES séccccecereeneevoooetovases 
Miscellaneous kinds of business cecacovoeed 


Second-Hand, Group secscecsvcdsenvas 


Stores | _ 


~ $30,000 


_99 


49.999 
Number 
of Sales 
Stores | 


1,483 


820 
430 


253 


3,481 


2,840 
(x) 
(x) 


5,789 _ 
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Table 3,-~Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, by Size of Business--(Concl'd 


An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations, but these are incl ded _ in the totals. ‘ 


$50,000 $100,000 . $200,000 $500 ,000 
$99,999 st $199,999 ____ 499 999 | of over 


Number Number Number Number 
Obie: Sales of Sales of Sales of Sales 
_ Stores | Stores ; 


° 


° Lo} °o o 


te} 


° 


~ OoOorsm 1 P OD 
fe) 


be 
° 


12.6 


13. 
14. 
15. 
16 « 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20 « 


Zl. 


22 o 
25 o 
&4o 
pias 
26 0 
a? © 
£8 » 
£9 5 
39. 


Stores reporting <= 


FSS LO seca AO NT SOTO: 


Total, All Stores 


Stores reporting == 


No employees o. 9.8 | 26,586,500 | 8.6 | ig 

l employee ocooooe Bl, 09 27,946 , 900 9.0 7 ot 

2 employees oocoo Bol 29,047,300 | 9.4 8.8 

S employees cooooe 7.0 19,998,200 6 4 on) 

4 employees .oooo 469 18,714,200 6.0 6.9 

5-9 employees seooe 8.6 51,706,500 | 16.7 18.3 
10-19 employees oooos | 3.1, | 40,550,900 | 13.1 13.8 
20-49 employees ooo. diss 29,680,000 9.6 11.8 
50-99 emplovees ooooc 0.5 | 19,663,800 6 ot 6.03 
100 employees or over O.] 45,678,300 | 14.8 20.1 


Food Group. == 


Total, All Stores . | 69,472,200 | 


Stores reporting == 


No employees ..| 1,803 7.2 | 11,785,200 

1 employee oooco. 804 | 21.0 9,326,300 

& employees ooooe 500 Ook 10,066 ,400 

S employees oocoo 266 70 6,759,700 

4 employees ooooco | 171 (jw 405) | 6,355,100 

O-9 employees oooon 212 | 5.6 | 15,106,700 
10-19 employees ooo0o 46 | 1.2 6 » 266,200 
20 employees or over. 16 0.4 5,808 ,600 


Automotive Group = 


Total, All Stores .}] 1,566 [100.0 | 53,959,600 | 


No employees oo 475 | 34.8 3,475,400 6.4 Sad 

1 employee scones 525. | 25.8 4,118,600 76 76 

a employees sooo 195 |14.5 | 3,897,500 Zoe Gel, 

3 employees oven 91 6.7 29617 , 700 4.9 6.4 

4 employees oooos 58 | 4.2 2 5155,200 4.0 Sot 

5-9 employees oocce 143 | 10.5 | 9,271,500 | 17.2 20.8 

10-19 employees coooe 48 3059 7,167,500 | 15.3 14.9 
20-49 employees 2.5006 19 1.4 6,435,900 | 11.9 13.4 | 

50 employees or over... iz 0.8 | 14,800,500 | 27.5 2204 


4,030 


= P3-= 


Table 4.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, Classified by Number of Employees 
é 


Al] Employees--(Cont'a) | Full-time Emplovees (included i. 
Female Salaries and Wages TOTAL tere | rose | 
%: wieCentiehin | hPentuls¢. -_| a ns Bisse 
$ 


1100.0 125,649 | 100.0 | 16,496 | 9,153 | 28,561,200 1100.0 


13.282 _ 2. ) Le 
= = - * baad pa 

689 1,717,400] 5.6 608 1,490,400 5 od Bo 

913°| 2,152,600] 7.0 | 7.9 1,883,400 | 6.6 4e 

770 | 1,775,600| 5.7 6.4 1,589,100 | 5.6 5» 

736 | 1,812,100] 5.8 6.2 1,655,300 | 5.8 6. 

1,981 | 6,018,600] 19.4 | 19.4 5,659,800 | 20.0 7 
1,617 | 4,480,500] 14.5 14.8 4,202,800 | 14.8 8. 
1,586 | 4,194,000] 13.5 1302 4,000,300 | 14.1 9. 
7235 2 5071,400 727. Yenc 2,026,000 Boe 10. 
4,267 | 6,441,800] 20.8 17.8 5,555,600 | 19.6 | 11. 

| 

1,719 | 4,374,400 | 100.0 | - | 4,007,900 ae LZ. 

= rz 
i = i; f do 
243 501,400| 11.5 438,600] 11.0 | 14. 
352 642,300] 14.7 572,600 | 14.5. | 15. 
| 246 624,400} 12.0 472,800 | 11.8 16. 
195 497,000] 11.4 460,100 | 11.5 17. 

361 | 1,109,700] 25.3 1,033,800 | 25.8 18. 
) 15? 492,800| 11.3 464,800 | 11.6 19. 
165 606,800] 13.8 | 565,000 | 14.0 20. 
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9 235,800 5 662 5 204,000 4,0 
16 322,700 oe 7.4 3 289,400 |” 5.7 
2 _ 265,700 op 506 5 244,100 4.8 
11 * 226,000 3 4.8 4 212,600 4.2 
44 1,038,000 of 20.8 31 990,900 | 19.5 
47 830,400 08 15.4 42 811,200 | 16.0 
41 850,000 2 14.6 41 843,800 | 16.7 
58 1,474,800 : 25.2 58 1,473,100 | 29.2 


re ae a a 


1. 


Bo 


S. Bakery products stores cocoercvs0000 


4 o 
Do 


7 2k = 


1941, Credit Sales 


able 5.~-Retail Merchandise Trade 


and Accounts Outstanding 


Kind of Business 


Food Group cvcercconvo0o000e0 


Candy and confectionery stores . 
Dairy products dealers .ocooocc00. 


ooo | 


coo 


0900 


6. Fruit and vegetable stores .ooooscce 


% « 
8. 


9. 
10. 


13» 


14. 


16. 


17. 
18. 


ERS Garages oocogogooogooeoe ood o0ocnonGoeoee o0600 


20. 
elo 


BB 


£50 


£4. 
25 0 


Grocery stores (without fresh meat) 
-Combination stores (groceries and 


meats) coocogonoaovegn0H000 500900 


Meat markets: (including sea foods). | 


Other food stores 66.0 G1d\Ovb Oo Blob. dao 
Country General Stores oocco 
General Merchandise Group oo 


Department storés and mail-order 
houses or offices 


oococoo eo ce 00 


oqga 


eo°0 


ooo J 


Ali Stores 


[Number | 


1,302,800 
6 066,200 
2&5 984,100 
35 244,500 
26,098,400 


19,248, 700 
9,721,100 
806 400 


UN a 


eoog 


General merchandise and dry goods 


stores eoeooognnoeocaocoogneoeodg oegonooeo 
Variety stores ososscsctorec00nn 


Automotive Group 20000000000 


Motor vehicle dealers scoccevons 


ooo 


oo°0 


44,379,300 | 


4,567,800 | 
45598, 700 


TOU OW aa. 


oco 


Accessory, tire and battery shops . 


Filling Stations esvoecosesvvone 
Other automotive establishments 


\ 


Apparel Group ccodsccesoacndo 


Men’s and boys? 

ishings stores 
Family clothing 
Women’s apparel 


eoeooo0000og0 CceCOCcKO CoO 
stores coooogcoaonod 
and accessories 


stores vooog oO609F5K600 050090009080 09600 Ff 


000 


o°o° 


oao 


clothing and furn= 


ood 


ooo 


26. Shoe stores ooo OGbKOKDOO0GCHCHFOHODNKDHAO00000 


35 5 582,100 
1,516,200 
5,701,700 

11,114,700 | 

224,990 


| 0 204,700 | 


6,369,100 106 
4,856 ,600 18 
10,279,900 149 
By 749,100 42 


Installment Sales 


not 
proportion of cash 
_and credit sales _ 


$3 


ea 5), 2100 


| 8,182,800 


193,100 
1,592,900 
629,100 


638 ,800 , 


3,492,600 
513,200 
965,200 
158,100 

35735900 


1 9322.900. 


597,700 


653 , 000 
72,200 


8,157 2100 


4,028,000 
175,500 
965,500 

2,890,800 

99,300 


3,958,600 
944,300 
362 ,500 


2,070,100 
581,700 


= 


_ 


= 25 = 


Table 5.~-ketail Merchandise Trade, 1941, Credit Sales, Instalment Sales 
and Accounts Outstanding 


Stores reporting all cash or proportion 
of cash and credit sales 


Instalment (1) Customers! 


sales Accounts 
Number ; i reported Outstanding 
eet Sales Credit Sales __ Dec, 31, 1941 
Stores ‘a __| Amount _ | Per cent __| ae 
$ $ 
8,240 | 270,040, 91 86,609,000 |__ 3261 19,514 .400 
2,958 | 61,289,400 | 16,616,400] 27.1 2,487,200 _ 
117 1,109,700 67,000 13,300 
574 4,473,400 258,400 47 ,400 
59 2,355,000 594,500 | 86 , 900 
173 2,605, 700 404,300 | 52,600 
1,334 | 22,605,800 8,882,900 1,330,800 
231 | 18,735,500 2,933,200 401,700 
422 8,755,900 3,447,200 548,100 
48 648,300 29,000 6,400 
534 1,635,900 
42 2,971,700 _ 
20 12,184,900 3,621,100 25457 ,800 
82 1,758,500 344,100 513,000 
40 200 ~ 900 
966 24 615,800 | 14,297,800 33046600 
171 | 31,354,100 | 19,840,300 15,892,700 2,001,800 
28 15840, 700 1,030,700 96,900 159,900 
219 4,738,200 1,890,800 194,400 472,000 
537 8,223,900 1,800,600 : 665700 389 500 
TL 125,600 53,400 47,100 23,400 
828 | 21,296,100 4,068,000 2,004,200 1.211.400 
234 5,424,800 1,275,400 506 ,100 296 , 300 
93 4,494,100 938,700 157,200 241,300 
398 8,209 ,800 1,605,200 1,330,600 598,300 
103 3,167,400 248,700 Lo. 73,500 


(1) Included in credit sales. ; " 


10. 


14. 
15. 


17. 
18. 


20. 


21. 


235 6 
24» 


29> 
26. 


= 26 - 


Table 5.--Retail Merchandise Trade, 1941, Oredit Sales, Instalment Sales, 
and. Accounts Outstanding 


en se 


Kind of Business 


° 
Re Cn NR EN ISA RE I IAC HRN APE A RUE EW LMR he CI = 


Ls Building Materials Group cocoocoe J 


2o Hardware. Stores».ooc ovo o0000 0000 

S. Lumber and building material 
TESIOPS ooscdabasonectesssaes o 6 

42 Other "building materials seépocs ooo 


D6 Furniture-=Household=-Radio Group | 


6. Furniture stores cdiscaccscvcceeovete 

7. Household appliance or radio 
CEALErS ssincoesroecerwomeds sens 

8, Other home furnishings and appli- 
ENCE StOTOS | o\ubic siebauinlg Bea ot aie 


9. Restaurant Group e0C20000000B00000 


10, Restaurants, cafeterias and eating 
places oocoecgodg0coog0 gp 90909 OGO0090 
ll. Hating places with other merchan= 


2 
dise oee<eseoeoon0o0goC TFT HOR990 00609000000 


t@,. Refreshment booths and stands ooooo 
Toe Other Retail Stores 9o0O0 GCAO OO OC aaa o 8g 


14. Farm implement dealers cocooccccace 
Ue, Reed Stores ocuact sar teevageas oe vans 
16. Book and stationery stores coocooscs 
17, Coal and wood yards (ice dealers) . 
16s; Drug StOTes ocoococsondccesoganooo0s 
19. Florists COKCCTORDOE OHODOOHHOVO00COOO9 
Teas Jewellery StOTES obs d¥ouseeevooprecsc 
el, Office, store and school furniture, 

equipment and supplies oceoscses 
22. Tobacco stores and stands oococccac 
a4o Liquor stores eoccgoavcaarscvesooac 
24. Miscellaneous kinds of business ... 


R20 Second=Hand Group 000000000000000 


PO a a RN 2 RN aa a a a a a a Ee a IS 


All Stores 


55254, 800 
3,807 ,100 


5455 ,3500 


15,125,600 


2,810,800 


948 , 100 
8,277,000 » 
700 , 800 


1,968, 300 
3,020,100 
15,830 ,600 


1,380,500 


13,969,500 | 


4,927,600 | 


4,922,700 


15,000,300 | 
11,913,500 


276 ,000 
2922519000 | 


542,700 
99755 ,9Q0 
457645200 


3895 ,400 


5,250,300 | 


| Stores no 


t repo 


proportion of cash 
and credit sales _ 


Sales 


| 1,758,900 


454 ,500 


310,400 


79,300 


44769700. 


3,721,400 


960,100 
88 , 200 


653995400 


17,200 


15,546,100 


155 , 700 


1,131,400 


397,000 
128,600 
498 ,200 


945 , 800 
590,900 


i) 


1,188,500 


229 5900 


rting. 


Table 5.--Retail Merchandise Trade 


= OF x 


Set Sc ee 


Stores reporting all cash or proportion 


Number 
of 
Stores 


B09 | 


172 


a ee Be | Amount _| Per cent | 


and Accounts Outstanding=-(Concl"d) . 


of cash and credit sales 


195250 ,600 


, 8,192,100 


1,850,700 
187 , 800 


43,051,600 _| 


925,500 


2,407 ,400 1,490,900 
792,400 359,500 
356525800 1,544,600 
7,880,000 1,192,700 
972,200 91,500 
35397 ,200 


1,236,500 


15022 ,500 657,000 
&y 929,200 100,100 
15,830,600 5 


4,061,800 1,147,500 


00 


990,600 


| (1) Included in credit sales. 


Instalment (1) 
sales 
reported 


$ jae il Te 

58.5. 787600 
4,473,100 2,102,400 | 47.0 446 , 900 
4,452,300 2,784,600 | 62.5. 71,900 
3,285,200 2,259,000 | 68.8 268,800 
4,986 ,500 3,364,900 | 3,078,900 
4,612,300 3,368,400 2,843,800 
1,046 , 300 198,600 127,300 


i 


~—1.2850;500 | 


308 , 500 

500 
156,300" 
111,200 


= 


=> 


840 , 000 


186 , 900 


= 


252,100 


1941, Credit Sales, I ilment Sales, 


Customers ° 
Accounts 
Out standing 
Dee. 31, 1941 


aie 


£3052 200 


748,400 


771,400 
52 5400 


1,308,100 
1,906 ,300 


76 5900 


Pa Re RNS Be SAAT 


115,700 
545 , 200 
262,500 
473,500 
250 , 800 
37,700 
400 , 900 


568,700 
30,000 


— 


297,500 


26900 | 
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08) 
ats 
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309" 500°S 
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008° VTS 
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